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INTERVIEW WITH DONALD O. BLAGG 
CONDUCTED BY JOHN MORGAN 
PLACE: ST ALBANS 
DATE: MARCH 28, 1981 
Transcribed by Pat LaMaster 
JM: This is an interview with Donald O. Blagg of St. Albans, who was 
born July 31, 1886. The interview was conducted March 28, 1981 
by John Morgan of the Charleston Gayette. 
DB: That's very comforting. 
JM: Ah. Mr. Blagg, ah. You say you were born at Thirteen Miftle Creek 
in Mason County on July 31, 1886. Ah, wasn't this the area where, 
ah, Washington was supposed to have explored or tried to settle 
<t at one time? 
DB: (Cough) Not the identical spot so far as I know. Ah, Washington 
went once, I think, over to Pittsburgh and down the Ohio River. 
And he was an engineer. And he was looking for land. 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: He came down to Point Pleasant, and turned up the Kanawha, and s 
surveyed mostly on the south side of the river because that's 
t .he good side, ah, more level land over there. But he did own 
some up to or about Leon. 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: I don't remember they ever heard or knew that he owned any , ah, 
where I was born. 
JM: Let's see you, ah, were born on the which side of the river? 
DB: North side. 
JM: So, on the Grimm's Landing Side? 
DB: Yes. 
JM: UH huh. 
DB: About three in a half miles from the river, I'd say. 
JM: So if he owned any property it would have been on the other side 
of the river, more than likely? 
DB: More than likely, that's where his holdings were. And I don't 
think I've ever heard of him owning ... This was a pretty hilly 
section up where I lived. 
JM: Uh huh. 
(Inaudible) 
DB: Thirteen Mile Creek was a very fai r ly sizabl e creek. But then we 
had some bottoms that were worth cultivating . 
JM: Uh huh. Well I think he, ah, there are records that he did ex-
plore along the river and owned, did own some property on the 
other side there. Ah. And and actually tried to start a settle-
ment there once. I'm sure you've heard that story. 
DB: Yes, and I think he tried to settle once below me out on the North 
sit.de. 
JM: He did? 
DB: Yes. He or somebody did. And, but, ah, I know from, ah, looking 
up titles beldrw thw river the back line of the property is referred 
to as ah well ah they usually call it the Military Line. 
JM: Yes. 
DB: Because, I think he got his holdings largely by having received 
certificates from the state of Virginia, ah, showing that he had 
ah served in the war. And all the soldiers as they got them they 
came to him and turned them over to him. I expect that they (in-
d a~dible) pretty cheap. 
DB: ah. But ah. Right where we sit belonged to Washington at one time. 
And ah. 
JM: You mean right here in thas area? 
DB: Yes. 
JM: ST. Albans? 
DB: He came up to the mouth of coal which was right over there. 
And he came up Coal River to the mouth of the little stream that 
comes in a half a mile out here. Then as I understand, he went 
over the hill back to the Kanawha River. 
JM: Ummhuh. 
DB: Went toward Charleston. And then he got t up pretty close to Charleston. 
JM: Uh huh. Ah. This, of course , this is called (N6t sure about next 
word) ?Cottage? College Hill. 
DB: Yeah. 
JM: We're in your house where you lived ah since 1949. and ah. This 
is where the interview is being conducted. 
DB: That's right. 
JM: (Cough) Now at Thirteen Mile Creek ah what's the postoffice address 
there or, or was Leon the postoffice address? 
DB: (Cough) No, our first post office address was Arbuckle. 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: And ah Leon is a little farther from our place. And ah we had 
no post office near us, but the people out there got one well within 
a few years after I was born and that was on the waters of Poplar. 
My father's farm was at the mouth of Poplar on Thirteen. And ah. 
JM: Ah. Did you sort of live in the country or were you in sort of a 
town there? 
DB: There was no town there. 
JM: Ah. What did you have, a farm? Your father have a farm? 
DB{ Yeah. 
JM: Ah. But he was a lawyer, wasn't he? 
DB: Tiater. He came from Lewis County. My mother from Upshur. In fact, 
ah, I think my dad taught school that was pretty close to the line. 
That's where he probably got acquainted with my mother. She was a 
Crawford. And ah. They were married in 1883. My father's older 
brother, oldest brother really, was a UB preacher that traveled 
down into Mason County section. And he had either bought or ar-
ranged to buy the farm for my father where I was horn and raised. 
Ah. It's ah has some good bottom land on it along the creek. It 
has some considerable hill on it too. 
JM: Uh huh. (Cough) Well, when you were a boy dJyou ah do a little 
farm work? 
DB: Yes, I think I did my share. Ah, when I got big enough, I hired 
out some and hoed corn for one of the neighbors. I expect that's 
the first money I got. That's before we left the county. Ah. 
JM: Do you recall how much you werer paid, ah, by the day or by the hour? 
DB: I was getting, at th~t time fifty cents a day. And that was considered 
ah that was above the average. 
JM: Htih. Fifty cents a day for hoeing corn? 
DB:· Yeah. 
JM: (Cough) Did you have ah did you work any with the horses? 
DB: With what? 
J1v1: With horses? Did you work any with horses ? 
DB: Ah . Not much. We had a team of cattle that I could drive. 
JM: Oxen? 
DB: Yes. And ah, we had horses too. And ah but ah, I didn't do much 
work with them. We left the farm, I guess, I might have been 
fifteen. 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: •.. at that time. But I hadn't been doing much with the horse. 
JM: Do you recall how you worked the oxen? 
DB: Yes, ah. I'm not sure whether I could yoke them or not.(Laugh) 
After I got them hitched put them with a sled or or even a wagon, 
I could ah, I could manipulate them. Drive them. 
JM : And how did you drive them? 
DB: Ah. I had a whip ordinarily, maybe even just a switch. Ah they 
understood what was going on pretty well. (Laugh) 
JM: (Laugh) Did you walk along beside of them? 
DB: Yeah . 
JM: Uh huh. Did you have a word or a command to make them go right or 
left or ... 
DB: Yeah. 
JM: Just ... 
DB: Gee and haw. 
JM: Just like horse? 
DB: Yeah. And ah. 
JM: I forgot to ask you your father's name ah what was? 
DB: His name was Benjamin Henry Blagg. 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: He was primarily a school teacher I believe I said. Ah. When he 
came down there in Mason County, he pretty soon began toge acquainted 
with people. He always did, I think. Ah. The justice of the peace 
down there at that time was Burl Smith in Union District. And for 
some reason he and Burl Smith became very good friends. Close friend. 
And I don't know whethe r it was on that account that my dad pretty 
soon r an for justice of the peace, agains t the old man. Now my father 
had taught school from the time he got th ere up until that time. And 
I think he had taught four or five school s in the in Mason County 
up up some of it near Putnam. (He continues on following page . ) 
DB: And then ordinarily he'd be gone a week, but he'd be home on Friday. 
My mother was practically be herself, though my uncle's wife stayed 
with us ome. My uncle, I guess, was still traveling around that 
section. Ah. 
JM: What what year did your father come to ah Mason ~Qunty? 
DB: I would say in 1883. Probably. 
JM: So that was soon after he was married? 
DB: Yes. That was their wedding trip as I've always understood. I've 
heard it, ah, my mother told us several times. They wenTto Clarks-
burgh or Weston to get a train to take them to Parkersburg. Then, 
they got on a boat, which came up Kanawha River to Cane's Ladding. 
That's not Arbuckle , but it's just below arbuckle. And that was 
where people in our section usually crune to the river. They 
hauled timber in there for the railroad. Ah. I've heard mom tell 
this I didn't hear her tell it for, until I was pretty well grown 
up. She said they got in there pretty late in the evening it was 
getting dusk. They found the old house, which was a great big log 
house of a story and a half and attic in it, and. Ah, it was locked. 
But they knew who to see about the key. Md they got it. And they 
~ot it. They found the floor piled about so high with corn. The 
corn had been basked and they didn't have a place to put it. It 
was in there. You see, what they did that night. They unl oaded their 
bedding on top of that corn went to bed there. (Laugh) 
JM: (Laugh) 
DB: Which wasn't a very optimistic way of starting their household. 
JM: Was that, was that their ah, on their honeymoon that they .•. ? 
DB: I expect you could call it that. That wast bh~, that was the first 
trip they had taken so far as I've heard . 
JM: But that wasn't their, ah, wasn't their first night togeather? 
DB: Ah, no. I would say they must have ah, . I don't really know where 
they lived the first day or two. Up at, possibly at her home. 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: I don't know. Ah. There ... There was somebody there with a wagon 
to take them and their goods out to the farm. Which is maybe four 
miles up the creek. 
JM: Well ah was this the house they lived in ah when they first came 
down? 
DB: Yes. That's the only house I ever lived in. 
JM: Really? 
DB: Yep. 
JM: You lived there until you were fifteen? 
DB: Yes. I moved to town·,.-
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: Dad sold the house to a man by the name of Wade Bennett. Who lived 
in the neighborhood there. 
JM: You say it was a two-story log house? 
DB: Yeah. I would call it a story and a half. There's room upstairs, 
the walls where the logs were built up so high on that the roof 
went on up from there. It wasn't finished up there. Ah. When we 
got the, ah, being supplied more and more with children. Why I was 
the oldest and ah, well there had been one born and died before I 
. ,.,_ "-ras born. 
JM: How, how many children were there? 
DB: Uh, why seven of us. I think not including that older boy who died 
early. 
JM: UH huh. And how many rooms in the cabin? 
DB: Well let's see, that was changed from time to time. There were stairs 
to the upper flmor. We used that for something most of the time. 
But u. the!reliwere ah, well let's see, there were two rooms in that 
original. Then, I guess, my father put a lean-to on the north side 
that was the whole length of the house. One of them was made into 
a kitchen, the other into a small bedroom. And ah, part of the big 
pair,t , ,was hhd two j b~dtioG>rns r,itihlit~ :i 1!'.efiUY. And we had ah, ah had a 
big fireplace and later a big stove in the livingroorn in the big 
p~Pt. I think that a first attempt to finish those logs, my dad 
got some big (inaudible) pgper at Point Pleasant, I guess, brought 
it up and ah he covered the logs inside that way. 
JM: Uh huh. Ah, do do you have any famous ancestors in your background? 
Ah. 
DB: Ah. None that I can say I ever knew. The two brothers who came to 
Virginia, came from Wales, I understood. One of themlc'Was William 
Blagg and the other was John. Now William Blagg was the father of 
all my tribe. John Blagg was a captain in the Virginia army at some 
time. I think he was in the Revolution. Maybe in the French and 
Indian War, also. Ah, but, ah, I only know about them, what I heard 
from some of the older people or read in some of t he books that 
they have. 
JM: Uh huh. Where, where did they settle in Vi~ginia? 
DB: Let's see, as far back as I know they were in Highland County. 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: That's right up next against ah, Pendleton in West Virginia over 
there. It's in the valley. 
JM: In the Shenandoah Valley? 
DB: Uh. Yes, I guess that's part of the head waters of some of the 
Shenandoah up there. 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: I've been there. I've seen some of those people and ah, but I think 
their all gone now. 
JM: Uh huh. Let's see, if we' re -r· .. Your mother was a Crawford and lived 
ip Upshur County. (Cough) Ah, when did you move to Point Pleasant? 
DB: 19 and uh (Laugh) 
JM: See you were fifteen ... 
DB: and 03. I think it was early in 1903. Before I got to besixteen. 
The same year I, I taught a school down at Glenwood. Down toward 
Huntington, down on the Ohio River. 
JM: Uh huh. ·· 
DB: And I had been in a teacher's examination and got a certificate 
before that. And the next year I took the first statewide examination. 
I got on that, ah. (Inaudible) 
JM: How, how long did you teach? (Cough) 
DB: Just that one year. 
JM: Let's see you say that was down on the Ohio River7 
DB: Yeah I Glenweod was :•the~mame ' of , it!.- .: ,· :. : :_1 : 
C •, 
JM: It was in West Virginia though? 
DB: Yeah. 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: About half way to Huntington. 
JM: From Point Pleasant? 
. ; ; ' 
DB: Yeah. 
JM: (Cough) Was it •.. was it a one room grade school or? 
DB: There were two rooms. 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB : (Laugh) I think they called me the principal because I had the upper 
grades. (Laugh) 
JM: Now where did you go to elementary school? It was there at ah? 
DB: Right across the creek from ah our home there on Thirteen Mile. 
JM: Was that, was that a one room school? 
DB: Yes. And ah ..• 
JM: po you remember anything about that? Did you use slates to write 
on or? 
DB: Yes. I used a slate. I not sure that I ever got a tablet · (laugh) 
out there. But ah. 
JM: Now, ah, when did you really start getting interested in law? 
DB: I expect at the time my father did. He taught school several winters 
out there on Thirteen. Then he ran ... did I did I tell you he ran 
f @r Oustice of the peace? 
JM: Yeah. Did he get elected? 
DB: Yes sir he did. He beat the old man Burl Smith. (laugh) That wasn't 
the end of their friendship at all, because they had an agreement 
among between themselves that whoever died first, the other one 
would preach his funeral. And he did. My dad preached Burl Smith's,· 
funeral. I was there. That was some years. 
JM: But he did ... wasn't the minister was he? 
DB: No, sir. 
JM: Because . . . 
DB: Nope. They were both farmers and justices of the peace. 
JM: Well wer e they Baptists or Methodists or? 
DB: Ah. My father and mother were Methodists. He was a nor thern Metho-
dist and she a southern Methodist. But ah, I think Bur l Smith would 
have been a Baptist probably. I not ... 
JM; Uh huh. 
DB: ... sure of than. There was a church on the hill abobe his house. 
JM: Uh huh. Are you a Methodist? 
DB: Yes. 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: Ah. 
JM: Now you say you think you began getting interested in law about 
the same time as your, as your father? 
DB: He was justice of the peace for a good many years ... 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: out there. and, ah. 
JM: So that was your first .•. ? 
DB: Uh huh. That was my first idea of what the law was. And ah. 
JM: Did you ever sit on JP court? And watch the ... 
DB: Yes sir. (Inaudible) ... suppose that there's not much to be said 
about it. (Laugh) 
JM: (Laugh) 
DB: (Laugh) But I didn't, I don!t know that I learned anything. I learned 
more from my dad's talk. (Laugh) 
JM: You mean his talk in court or ah just talking to you? 
DB: Just talking to anybody. Ah. He got to know a good many of the lawyers 
from Pomnt Pleasant, because they would come up there to try a case 
sometime. 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: And occassionally one or two from Jackson County came over. Ah. 
He ... my father had a few law books a code of course. And ah, I think 
he got some Blackstones, and I don't know what if anything else. 
JM: But he never really practiced law himse~f? 
DB: Yes, he did. 
JM: He did! 
DB: After he moved to Point Pleasant. 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: He went in a .•• in an office with a man by the name of John Dorr 
from our neighborhood, who had been practicing for sometime. And, 
ah, later my dad got an ~fice of his own on Main Street down in 
Point Pleasant. 
JM: Well, now, you were in his office alot I'm sure? And you learned 
alot there by just by being in his office? 
DB: No, because I was away from home part of the time he was practicing. 
JM: Really? 
DB: Uh huh. I was •.. When I got through with my one term at Glenwood 
I went up to Parkersburg to the business college and tried to 
learn a few things. I took shorthand, typing, and a little 
bookkeeping. And ah, I had, I got a job there in Parkersburg at 
q wholesale house grocery. I worked in that, . ! guess, for a full 
year anyway. But about that time my dad was already practicing law 
in Point Pleasant, I guess. 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: And. Ah . He was, well ..• 
JM: Well. Ah you've, did you learn shorthand pretty well? 
DB: Yes. I ah •.. m ab, was a fair stenographer. And ah, my father then 
living in Point Pleasant, was a good friend of Judge Huffenburger. 
And he was on the Supreme Court at that time. And. Ah. They learned 
or I guess Judge Huffenburger must have told my dad that there was 
going to be a vacancy in the clerk's office up in Charleston. And 
he suggested, I think, to my dad that maybe I cou}d get that job 
up there if I wanted it. So I ... I had never been to Charleston. 
Buy I went. I came down to Point Pleasant on .•. came on the train 
and went, ah, to the Supreme Court, and the clerk's office, and 
state law library were all in the old capital annex. You remember 
that? 
JM: Yes , I do . 
DB: And, ah. I went up to Mr. Matthew's office, and talked to him. And 
I liked him. 
JM: Let's see, who was Mr. Matthews? Was he ... 
DB: William B. Matthews. 
JM: Was he a judge or was? 
DB: He was a clerk. 
JM: He was a clerk. 
DB: He was a clerk in the court. And, ah, his office was next door 
to the courtroom and next door to the library also. Ah. And he 
said ah, if I'd come back next October while court was in session 
he'd ah put me on. And he'd pay me $50 a month. Well, I was getting 
that in Parkersburg by that time. I didn't get it to start with. 
But. Ah. I, ah, I went back with the intention of going, of going 
reporting in October. 
JM: Let's see, now when was this? What time of year was this when you 
were there the first time? 
DB: Let's see ••. 
JM: It must have been ... 
DB: It must have been early in 1905 or late in 1904, because I didn't 
s~ay long in Parkersburg. 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: And ah. 
JM: Any how the following October must have been several months before 
the following October? 
DB: Yes. I must have been there earlier in the, in the year. 
JM; Uh huh. Then you came back in October? 
DB: Yeah. I went on back to work in Parkersburg. And then when I 
when the time came why I quit up there. And I 
JM: And what was your job then? Ah. Did you ... 
DB: I was a stenographer in a wholesale grocery house. ' 
JM: But I mean when you ... when you got on the court or ... 
DB: Oh, when I got up there? Well, I was a stenographer in teh clerk's 
office. And. Ah. The thing that turned me to the law, of course, 
was well, there was five judges on the court. 
JM: Yes. 
DB: Each of whom got to know me personally. They were personal friends. 
And were ever since then. And ah. Judge Brannon was the oldest. 
He was from Weston. And ah. He died, I believe, while he was on the 
court. I believe that's right. I'm not real sure because he may have 
let pis term expire when he went on.(DB continues on following page.) 
DB: Judge McWhorter was in Charleston. That was ah, Hentry C. McWhorter. 
The only old •.. older member on the court that I know of as been ah. 
He didn't stay long. I think it was Judge Warren Miller from over 
in Jackson or Wood. 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: But he was there, I think, when I went there. The other two judges 
were new judges. They had just been elected in 19 and 12. 19 ... Hmmrn. 
JM: It would have been 19 and 4 wouldn't it? I thought ... Didn't you 
join the court in five, 1905? Or .•. 
DB: Yes, I think I did. They must have been elected in 1904. 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: And I think Judge Huffenburger, maybe was reelected in that same 
year. And the other two, new ones, were Judge Cox from Morgantown 
and Judge Sanders from Bluefield. 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: And lo and beho!a, I hadn't been there but a few weeks, very few 
weeks, until the court announced one day that one of the judges 
was resigning today. That was Judge Cox. 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: And it wasn't but another week or two until Judge Sanders also turned 
in his resignation.(Laugh) 
JM: (Laugh) 
DB: (Laugh) Judge or Governor Dawson had to ... (Tape finished) 
TAPE I SIDE B 
JM: (Inaudible) year? 
DB: Yes. And up until two years or •so before tha~ they had only gotten 
twenty-four hundred dollars a year. 
JM: (Laugh) 
DB: But they thought they were going to keep them on tbe court. But, ah, 
those two just stayed a few weeks and went off. 
JM: Wonder why they resigned? 
DB: Well, they ... they were pretty good lawyers, and they could have 
made a heap more than that at home. 
JM: Right. 
DB: And ah. They ah ... 
JM: You think that's still true? That lawyers can make more practicing 
than they can as a judge. 
DB: Yes, though they're getting a pretty good salary now. 
JM: Yes. 
DB: Ah, they were ... 
JM: (Cough) 
DB: I was going to say .•. 
JM: Do you recall what your salary was when you started to work 
there? Well you said it was $50 a month. 
DB: Fifty dollars. 
JM: Yeah. 
DB: Well, they, ah, they raised it at the next legislature. Slightly, 
I forgot just where to maybe seventy-five. 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: Ah. 
JM: Now,ah, how long did you stay with the court? 
DB: Well, I stay until a little after I was admitted to the bar. 
Did you ever happen to know a colored fellow by the name of 
Phil Waters? 
JM: No. 
DB: Didn't ya? He worked for the court when I first went there. He was 
a kind of a messenger. And ah. 
JM: Phil Waters? 
DB: Uh huh. 
JM: Now I do remember Arthur Jackson. 
DB: Yeah. He was the fellow who worked in the library. 
JM; Uh huh. 
DB: ... under ah ... I forget the old original librarian, right now, though 
I knew him. And, but Arthur went west. And I think he died recently. 
JM: Yes, he did. 
DB: Ah uh. Phil Waters had gone to school in Michigan. Michigan University 
of Michigan. And ah, I think he played baseball up there. I th ... 
He told me once that when he went up there that was the only school 
in the north that would let a negro in. 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: There's been more of them since but ah ... (Laugh) Phil was always 
very friendly to me. And I can remember him once coming by the door 
or the clerk's office, and pointing to somebody, I was in there 
writing on the typewriter. And (laugh) he told somebody there he 
said, "The stenographer of West Virginia." I was writing without 
looking at it. (Laugh) 
JM: Laugh 
DB: They didn't do that in Charleston. They ... I got that in Parkersburg 
because they were teaching it that way. 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: And ah. 
JM: (Laugh) 
DB: I could do it. 
JM: You used the touch system? 
DB: Yeah. 
JM: Well, ah. You went to law school at West Virginia University? 
DB: Yes. Let's see, I was, :of course, what I was doing while I was there 
I was listen to the arguments every week in the courtroom. And they 
had ~11 the good lawyers of the state from everywhere co~ing in 
there. I got to know them personally every week I think pretty near 
all of them. And they were very friendly people. And they ... I had 
the run of the library. And people would recommend books and I'd 
go in and get some of them and read them. I got into Blackstone 
that way. With also some other a little easier books than that one. 
And ah. Well. 
JM: Ah. 
DB: It's my mind that wanders. 
JM: Yeah. Do you ... Do you recall, ah, what year you started to school 
up there at? 
DB: Yeah. 1908. 
JM: And ah. How many years did it take to finish? 
DB: I had worked in the clerk's office and reading the books from 
the library from nineteen five to nineteen eight, September. 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: I went to Morgantown (laugh) one of the fellows who frequented the 
clerk's office, he was a personal friend of Mr. Matthews. Was 






He had been admitted, ,but he didn't have any practice. But he 
lived in Charleston, and I think he helped run a Building and Loan 
Association. But when I got to Morgantown, ah, he was ... he was 
on the faculty of the law school. And ah. The head of the faculty, 
the what do you call, the dean was Charles E. Hogg. Who ... who was 
a lawyer in Point Pleasant. 
Uh huh. 
He was a good friend of my dad, too. And. 
What was that, H-0-G-G? or. 
Yes. 
Uh huh. 
DB: He ... he was the author of a lot of law books, and practiced. Was 
a good lawyer. But the governor, I reckon had appointed him dean of 
the law school. When I got to Morgantown, well ... I think, I got 
there late in the evening. I went to the hotel that's up there and 
registered. Then, I went up to the school, and the first man I saw 
up there, I think, was Russell Trotter. 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: And ah, I knew he had been appointed to the faculty. And so (laugh) 
that's ... that's ... This is not pertinent at all, but he asked me 
if I was going to go to the law school. And I told him yes. He 
says, "Well, you want my advice? If I was you I"d go back to 
Charleston and work in the clerk's office." (Laugh) Well, I didn't 
take his advice. Well, he asked me if I had a place to stay, and 
I said no. He said if I was you I'd try Dean Hogg. He's got a big 
house over on the southside up on Grande Street .. And ah his ... his 
wife wants to take in some roomers. So I went there. And I got a room. 
I had a roommate to start with. And his name was Cox. It wasn't 
the governor. It was his brother. 
JM: Really? 
DB: Yeah. 
JM: What was his first name? 
DB: Ah. It was Guy, I guess. 
JM: Well Guy was .•• 
DB: That was the governor. 
JM: That was the governor. Uh huh. 
DB: Well this one was •.• They came from further east over ••• 
JM: Yeah. They were from E~l~k=.,,..,__~w~eren't they? or .•• 
DB: Yeah. From Elki , ah. I had known e governor in Charleston. 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: Biut I got right in with his brother in Morgantown, and happened 
to be a roommate. 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: Ah. 
JM: Well, ah. How many years did you go to the university? 
DB: OHe. 
JM: Just one year? 
DB: Yeah.TThe way I figured it, ah, ah, there .•. to get .•. to pass the 
bar exam you have a scheduled number of subjects. And ah I looked 
those over and some of them I had read a good deal about. But 
I figured on if I could take the hardest ones in school, well, I 
could probably pass the bar on the ones that I had a chance to 
read up on. (Cough) So, I went to work on that and I took .•. Let's 
seem there were three terms here then not ... they didn't have it 
halves. They had a fall, and a winter, and a spring term. So, I 
took four class, four classes each term. And I managed to some how 
to pass the four that I had. That made twelve. And, I think it was 
only three, four, five .•• I forget just what the others were. And 
I. .. But anyway but in June they were having- a no ~hey,- I- think-in --
iinuary they were having a bar exam. So, I tried the bar exam on 
those subjects that I hadn't in school. I think everybody favored 
me, I ... I can't help but think from the people that practiced in 
the Supreme Court up there. And I ... I had to do· things for them 
ahd, ah, they got ... all got to know me. 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: ind ah. 
JM: Well now, ah, it wasn't necessary to take the prescribed number 
of courses in law at the university? 
DB: No. 
JM : Just as long as you passed the bar? That was •.• 
DB: Yeah. Yes. It was a bar exam then. And you ••• 
JM: So really you to pass the bar you technically, you wouldn't have 
to go to the university at all? 
DB:. You ••• You ah, you didn't then and I don't know that you do now. 
There's been some fussing about that. They ••• 
JM: Yeah. 
DB: They say that they (laugh) ought not to prefer the West Virginia 
~aw school over all the others. By simply licensing people but 
that, that they were doing that in those days. 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: And I got credit for what I took in school. And I got credit for 
what I passed on this bar examination. 
JM: Then ••• Then you came back to, ah, where did you start practicing 
law? 
DB: Ah. The day I got my papers out of Morgantown it was almost commence-
ment, and I could have stayed for commencement, ah, I think I had 
some little part to play there. But I. .. I didn't. It was June and 
the court was in sitting in Wheeling. I always went to Wheeling 
with the court in June. And I went to Charlestown in, ah, September. 
Ah, that was part of my job. And, ah, I went on the train over to 
Wheeling and took my papers with me. And ah, I went to the court 
and one of the law clerks with the court was a friend of mine. 
And the court took my papers and granted me a license to practice. 
And then, ah, this boy McWhorter, Charlie McWhorter, moved my ad-
mission to the supreme court on the same day to be admitted to 
practice in the court you have to be actually be there and be iden-
tified to the court. And somebody .•• 
JM: Yes 
DB: ... recommend you. Yeah. So I did't wa it any longer then I got on 
the train. I don't remember tha t I even stopped at Parkersburg that 
trip . My wife had then been up to business coll~ge, and she had 
a job in Parkersburg . And when I was in school I would usually s t op 
off in Parkersburg for a short visit with her. When ..• when I wa s 
going home . Ah, I went on to Poing Pleasant. And my father wa s then 
prosecuting attorny. _And he was engaged in a murder trial. Ah, 
a man had shot and killed t wo old men who had some objection to 
(Continued on nex t oage .) 
DB: (Continued from last page) his actions. And I. .. I went to court 
and helped him on the last day of June. Now that last day of June 
happened to have been the date that my wife and I had agreed on 
to be married. 
JM: Uh huh . 
DB : Well, I got out of that. (Laugh) We .•• we finished the case that 
day, and then I reported to my wife. (laugh) 
JM: (Laugh) 
DB: We postponed it for one day. First of July we were married. 
JM~ Uh huh. 
DB: The last day of July is my birthday. 
JM: What, ah, was your wife's name? 
DB: ger name was Knopp, Annie Laurie. 
i 
JM: Annie Laurie Knopp? 
DB: Yes. K- N-0- double P. Her father was a school teacher, an old school 
teacher . And ah, a friend of my father's. Whenever I get into that 
ah, tale I ..• I never know khere •.• whether you've heard probably 
marriages are made in heaven. 
JM: Yeah. 
DB: I ••• I don't know that that's the truth for sure. But (cough) while 
we were still out in the country, ah, my dad came home one evening 
and he said that we're going to have company tomorrow evening on 
Friday. Ah, there's a man from Point Pleasant that's been teaching 
the school in at Arbuckle. Came up there to get his school. So next 
evening about supper time, well a strange gentleman come in and 
I think his first words to my dad was how far diJyou say it was 
out here? (Laugh) 
JM: (Laugh) 
DB: Laugh. Dad said, IIWell, I said it was about three miles and a half." 
And he says, "I'll show you what I mean by that." He got him a 
newspaper or something and he marked off three miles and a half. 
And he said, "We're about there." (Laugh) 
JM: (Laugh) 
DB: Laugh. I don't want to see your papers . (Laugh) . He s tayed all night. 
The nex t morning I took him . . tha t was Mr. Knopp ... ah J ake Knopp, 
and he had taught s chool fo r man y years. And my dad had in the mean 
time been elected county superintendent of schools down there, and 
he had appointed Jake Knopp one of the examine r s , too. 
DB: I don't know that I knew that at the time. I usually knew who the 
examiners were. So, ah, they turned out to be all right with her 
father and mother. And we got married, and ah, I think right away 
we took a short trip over to Philadelphia. Where I had an uncle 
and some other relatives living there then. And I had been 
over and gone to Atlantic City once. So we took a trip over there. 
JM: Uh huh. Now that's, ah, her name is A-N-N-I-E, Annie? 
DB: Yes. L- A-U-R-I-E. 
JM: Annie Laurie? 
DB: Yeah. 
JM: L-A-U-R-I - E and K-N-0-P-P is the last name? 
DB: Yeah. 
JM: Now what year was she born? 
I 
DB: T~o years after me nine .•. Eighteen eighty eight. 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: I had a sister born the same year. 
JM: And of course, she is living today? 
DB: Mys .•• Mys .•. 
JM: Your, •• your wife. 
DB: Yes. That's ..• that's her sitting down there in the chair. 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: Ah. 
JM: Do you ... do you know the date of her birth, the year, the ... 
DB: Yes. 
JM: Day. 
DB: It's a ... well, I think it's November 25. 
JM: Okay. 
DB: I'm doing that from memory now. 
JM: Cough. 
DB: She ... when I. .. when we go t to Point Pleasant we ... my father moved 
(Continued on following page.) 
DB: (Continued from last page.) in nineteen and two as I think rather 
early in the year, and he had rented a house from a friend of his 
in the upper end of Point Pleasant. And it was only little way from 
where Mr. Knopp lived. Arld there were people on the river bank. 
The river bank there . is way up, ah, it's level up there. But it's 
a way down to the river along the Ohio there. And ah, I saw my 
sister, younger sister, out there with some young folks playing 
croquet on the level ground. And, ah, says I'll tell you who they 
are. One of the girls is Mr. Knapp's daughter. (Laugh) And, ah, 
you got to put all that togeather, ah, I can't do it. Laugh. 
JM: Well, it's a little ... I suspect there's a little romance there. 
DB: Well, I. .. we lived there in the north Point Pleasant for, until 


















And, ah, my wife had in the mean time gone to business college 
up ••• she went to high school some at Point Pleasant. I think 
$e did graduate. 
Uh huh. Ah so you •.. you began practice of law in nineteen and six 
in Point Pleasant. 
Ah. Slightly. I went on back to Charleston. Old Mr, Matthews had 
written me and said he wanted me to come back. The· 1nan, he got 
had his term had expired, and he wanted me to come back and work 
for him some more. So I did that, because you get a salary for 
doing that. 




You did ... you did get a law degree from the university? Did you? 
No, no I guess I didn't. I don't think I ever did. No they ... 
It's just •.• it's just a license to practice law. 
I got that from the court. Yes. 
From the supreme court? 
Yeah. 
Uh huh. 
And I ... 
JM: And that's .•. that's where you passed your bar actually at the. 
Did you pass the bar at the supreme court or at the university? 
DB: Well, I passed the, ah, bar examination at the university. 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: It happened, I think, the.,,the faculty members up there, I 
think, were the examiners. 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: And ah. I worked for Mr. Matthews from that was in the fall of 
nineteen nine. I got out. And I suppose I worked there until 
again, until nineteen ten or seems to me it must have been about 
nineteen twelve. 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: I built a little house. Ah, my wife and I built a house on (inaudible) 
~venue. Ah. 
JM: Let's see, you ..• what year did you get out of the law school? 
DB: Nineteen nine. 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: Then I was married that same year and licensed. 
JM: And • •. 
DB: And I didn't open a law office until, I expect, it was nineteen 
twelve. 
JM: And you were working mostly for Mr. Matthews •.. 
DB: Yeah. 
JM: during that time? 
DB: Uh huh. 
JM: So ... 
DB: I got most of my training in the Supreme Court, I guess you could ... 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: ... say . 
JM: Now there's one thing I want to ask you about and that is in the 
year of nineteen and eleven, ah, when half of the legislature 
went to Cincinnati. Ah. I'm sure you must remember something about 
that. 
DB: Yes I do. I ••• I wasn't in on it at all. (Laugh) 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: I had met Governor Dawson once or twice before that. I. .. once I 
remember I was coming from Point Pleasant up to Charleston to work, 
back to work, And he was out at the railroad station, and he knew 
my dad. And my father introduced me to him. I had met him once in 
his office, I think up here because Mrs. Huffenburger had taken 
me in one day. I'm not positive, but she did get to see Governor 
Dawson. 
JM: Did you, .. did you know Governor Glascox? 
DB: Yes, I don't beleive I knew him in Morgantown. I ••. I might have. 
JM: uih huh. 
DB: I went to the same church, I guess. 
JM: Now he ••• of course, he was the Governor when, ah, when the legis-
lature went to Cincinnati. 
DB: That's right, isn't it? 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: Well, I knew just about that, just about what was in the newspapers. 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: Ah. 
JM: Do you •• ,do 
DB: (Inaudible) 
JM: Excuse me. 
you remember ..• 
DB: I want to get something there. 
JM: Okay. 
TAPE WAS STOPPED. 
JM: I want you to, ah, tell me all you can remember about the trip 
half the legislature took to Cincinnati. 
DB: Oh yes. (Inaudible) 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: Let's see. 
JM: Now it ••• maybe to refresh your memory just a little bit. The reason 
they went to Cincinnati, as I understand it, it was actually, it 
was half of the state senate that went. 
DB: Yeah. 
JM: And the reason they went was (cough) two senators were to be elected. 
DB: Yeah. 
JM: And in order to elect two senators they had to have a quorum in 
efch ••• each house of the legislature. 
DB: Yeah. 
JM: Well the senate was evenly divided. 
DB: Laugh. 
JM: Fifteen fifteen, I think. 
DB: Yeah. 
JM: And so they republicans, of course, knew that if they were there, 
ah, they had a quorum. 
DB: (Laugh) 
JM: That they'd have to elect democrats. 
DB: (Laugh) 
JM: And so this was their way of fighting that they •.. they, ah, half 
of them went to Cincinnati so they couldn't have a quorum. 
DB: Yep. 
JM: Ah, does that refresh your memory a little? 
DB: Yeah. Yeah. I remember what went on there. Ah, I wasn't consult ed . 
I mean, I did'nt ... I wasn't in on any of the discussions. I. .. 
I can read in the paper what they were talking abou t but ... 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: Ah. 
JM: Do you remember how they left town or whether it was a surprise 
to everybody? Or .•. 
DB: It was a surprise all right. I don't know, I think they got on a 
train ... Let's see, (laugh) it must have been a night train, I 
expect. 
JM: Yeah. That was the story I heard that they did get on a night 
train. Do you remember how long they stayed? 
DB: Several days. 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB r They were wanting them back, but ah they were thinking of ar-
resting them (inaudible) 
l 
DB: Ah. 
JM: Was there quite a bit of excitement about it in town? 
DB: Oh yes. Yes sir. Quite a bit of feeling on the part of the republicans. 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: And ah (laugh) oh they said that they ..• they were acting on the 
advice of Governor Dawson. 
JM: Governor Dawson now or Governor Glascox. You see, Governor Glascox 
was in office. 
DB: Was he? 
JM: Yes. 
DB: Well, maybe he was but ah the thing that I heard was that Governor 
Dawson was the man that planned the thing. 
JM: Well, he could have been, you know, he could have been behind it 
even after he ..• 
DB: He ..• he could do things like that. 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: And ah. Yes sir, I ... I've heard some of the sena tors say that. 
(Laugh) 
JM: Did you ever hear (cough) how they reached an agreement or what 
kind of an agreement they reached in Cincinnati about the election 
of the senators? 
DB: I forget even what they finally did. 
JM: Well, they came back, you know, and the two senators two demo-
cratic senators were elected. Senator Chilton and, ah, Senator 
Watson. 
DB: That's right. Yes. 
JM: Ah. But as I understand the story the republicans did get something 
out of it. They were ah •.• they were able to elect Hatfield as presi-
dent of the senate. 
DB: (Inaudible) 
JM: Does that fit in with ••. 
DB: Could be. And Hatfield went on from there to Governor didn't he? 
; 
' 
JM: Yes, uh huh. 
DB: Yes. 
JM: He was the next Governor after Glascox? 
DB: Yeah. 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: (Laugh) 
JM: Do you remember anything else about it? I ••• I don't want to, ah, 
you know. 
DB: I wasn't ah close enough to it to know much about it. Governor Hatfield 
once sent me on a message ah to take a message down to Mason County 
about something. And ah. But it had nothing to do with ah or ah 
race to Cincinnati. Ah I forget what it was in a later election. 
Ah. 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: (Cough) 
JM: Well, that wa s one thing I particularly wanted to, you know, ask 
you about. It must have been a very exciting time. (Laugh) 
DB: It was. And I don't know who could tell you. (laugh) Governor 
Dawson could have told you. (Laugh) 
JM: I'll bet he could . I'll bet he could. 
DB: Yes sir. I can well believe that he knowing the facts and knowing 
the number of republicans there were to do anything. But ah ••. 
JM: I guess that was kind of unusual because the republicans, they 
had charge of the governor's office. 
DB: Let's see, you say that Glascox ... no he wasn't in then was he? 
JM: Yeah. Glascox was in 1911. 
DB: (Inaudible) 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: That's right. I had known him slightly in Morgantown. 
JM: Uh huh. So the ah •.. but the democrats they had control of the 
house and ah half of the Senate. So that's what created the problem. 
But they did ••• they did elect two Senators. Two democratic senators. 
DB: Ye's sir and I don't know exactly how that was worked out. 
i 
JM: Uh huh. Well, there were alot of rumors, you know, about ••• about 
ah what kind of a deal they made in Cincinnati. And there's sup-
pose to maybe alot of money was used to bring about the agreement. 
DB: (Inaudible) 
JM: But that's ... that's all rumor. I really don't know anything for 
sure. 
DB: I never .•• I .•• I guess I never even heard that. 
JM: Uh huh. 
DB: (Cough) 
JM: Do you recall the capitol fire? Were you there in town then? 
DB: Yes sir I was right there. (Laugh) 
JM: Ah, did you see it? Ah. 
DB: Yes. By that ... by that time I had ah got ... I had got an office of 
my own. And I was on the old corner Rich Building on the corner 
opposite. And ah ... 
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JM: This is an interview with Donald O. Blagg of St. Albans, 
who was born July 31, 18~6. The interview was conducted . 
March 28, 1981, by John Morgan of The Charleston Gazette. 
You say you were born at 13 mile creek in Mason County? 
Wasn't this the area that Washington explored or tried 
to settle at one time? 
DB: Not the identical spot as far as I know. Washington I 
think went once over to Pittsburgh, down the Ohio River, 
and he was an engineer, and he was looking for land. He 
came down to Point Pleasant and turned up the Kanawha 
and s~rveyed most on the south side of the river because 
that is the good side, more level land over there. But 
he did own soms up to or about Leon. I don't remember 
that I ever heard he owned any where I was born. 
JM: You were born on which side of the river? 
DB: North side. 
JM: On th.e' Grimrns Landing side. 
DB: Yes, about 3.5 miles from the rivers. 
JM: So, if he owned any property, it would have been on the 
other side of the river, more than likely. 
i 
DB: More thai likely that's . where his holdings were. I don't 
think I've ever heard of him owning. It was a pretty hilly 
s~ction up where I was. 13 mile creek was a fairly sizable 
creek and we had some bottoms that were worth cultivating. 
JM: Well, I think there are records that he did explore along 
the river and did own some property on the other side there 
and actually tried to start a settlement there once. I'm 
sure you've heard that story. 
DB: Yes, and I th ink he tried to settle once below Lebn o'' ' 
the north side. 
JM: He did? 
DB: He or somebody did, but I know from looking up titles along 
the river, the back line of his property is referred to, 
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holdings largely by having received certifidates from the 
state of Virginia showing that he had served in the war. 
And all the soldiers they came to him and turned them over 
to him, and I expect h e took them up pretty cheap. But 
right where we sit belonged to Washington at one time . 
You mean right here in this area, St. Albans? 
He came up to the mouth of the Coal, which is right over 
there, and he came up Coal River to the mouth of a little 
stream that comes in a half a mile out here. Then, as I 
understand it, he went over the hill back to Kanawha River, 
toward Charleston, and he got up pretty close to Charleston. 
And of course this is called College Hill, in your house 
where you lived since 1949, .and this is where the interview 
is being conducted •.• What's the post office address at 
13-mile creek? Is Leon the post office address? 
No, our first post office address ·was Arbuckle. Leon is 
a little farther from our pl~ce. We had no post office 
near us, but the people out there got one within a few 
years after I was born, an~ that was on the waters of Poplar. 
My father's farm was at the mouth of Pop1ar on 13, and ••• 
Did you sort of live in the country or were you in sort of 
a town there? , 
DB: There was no town there . 
JM: Did you have a farm? Did your father have a farm? 
DB: Yes. 
JM: But he was a lawyer, wasn't he? 
DB: Later. He came from Lewis County. My mother was from 
Upshur. In fact, I think my dad taught school that w~is 
pretty close to the line. That's where he probably got 
acquainted with my mother. She was a Crawford, and they 
were married in 1883. My father's older brother, oldest 
brother, really, was a U.B ; preacher. They traveled down 
into the Mason county section. He had either bought or 
arranged to buy the farm for my father, where I was born 
and raised . It has some good bottom land on it along the 
! . 
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creek. It has some considerable hill on it, too. 
JM: Well, when you were a boy did you do a little farm work? 
DB: Yes, I think I did my share. When I got big enough I 
hired out some and hoed corn for one of the neighbors. 
I expect that's the first money I got . That's before 
we left the country. 
JM: You recall how much you w~re paid? By the day or by the hour? 
DB: I was getting at that time 50 cents a day, and that was 
considered, that was above the average. 
JM: Fifty cents a day for hoeing corn? 
DB: Yeah. 
JM: Did you work any with horses? 
DB: Not much. We had a team of cattle that I could drive. 
JM: Oxen? 
DB: Yes. We had horses too. I didn't do much work with them. 
We left the farm when · I guess I was, I might have been 15 
at that time, but I padn't been doing much with the horses. 
JM: Do you recall how you worked the oxen? 
DB: Yes. I'm not sure whether I could yoke them or not. After 
I got them hitched to a sled or even a wagon, I could 
manipulate them, drive them. 
JM: And how did you drive them? 
DB: Had a whip ordinarily, maybe even just a switch. They 
understood what was going on pretty well. ~ 
JMi Did you walk along beside of them? 
DB.: Yeah. 
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DB : Yes, Gee and Haw . 
JM: Just 1ike horses ••• I forgot to ask you your father's 
name, what was it ? 
DB : Yes, that was Benjamin Henry Blagg . He was primarily a 
school teacher . When he came down there in Mason county 
he pretty soon began to get acquainted with people . He 
always did, I think, and the justice of the pea·ce down 
there at that time was Burl Smith in Union District . 
And for some reason he ~nd Burl Smith became verf good 
friends . And I don't know whether it was on that account 
that my dad pretty soon ran for justice of the peace 
against the old man . Now, my father had taught school 
from the time he had got there up until that time, and 
I think he had taught four o.r five schools in Mason County, 
some of it near Putnam, and ordinarily he would be gona a 
week, and he would be home on Friday evening . My mother 
was practically by herself, though my uncle's wife stayed 
~ith us so me, my uncle was still traveling around ih 
that section . 
JM : What year did your father come to Ma son County? 
DB: I would ~ay in 1883; promptly . 
JM~ That was soon after he was married ? 
i 
DB : Yes . The wedding, as I have always understood or I have 
heard it, my mothe r told us several times . They went to 
Clarksburg or Weston together by train to take them to 
Parke r sburg, then they got on a boat, which came up Kanawha 
River to King's Landing . That's not Arbuckle, but it's 
just below Arbuckle, and that was where people in our 
section usually came ~6 the river . They owned timber in 
there for the railroad . I've heard mom tell this . I 
didn't hear her tell it until I was pretty well grown up . 
She s aid they got in there pretty late in the evening . 1 
It was g e tting dusk. Th e y found the old hous e, which wa s 
a great big log house, about a story and a half •.. and 
it was locked . But they knew who to see about the key, 
and they got it, and they got in . They found the floor 
piled about so high with corn . The corn had been husked, 
and they had to have a place to put it . And that wa~ in 
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bedding on top of that corn, and went to bed ther~, which 
wasn't a very optimistic way of starting their household. 
JM: Was that on their honeymoon? 
DB: I expect it could be called that. That was the first trip 
they had taken so far as I have ever heard. 
JM: But that wasn't their first ' night together? 
DB: No, I would say they must have, I don't really know where 
they lived the first day or two. Possibly at her home ..• 
there was somebody there with a wagon to take them and 
their goods out to the farm, which is maybe four miles up 
the creek. 
. . 
JM: Was this the house they lived in when they first came down? 
DB: Yes, that's the only house I ever lived in. 
JM: Really, you lived there until you were 15? 
DB: Yes, then we moved to town. Dad sold the house to a man by 
the name of wade Bennett, who lived in the neighborhood there. 
JM: You say it was a two ·-story log house? 
DB: I would call it a stbry and . a half. There was a room 
upstairs. The walls were built up so high and then the 
roof right on up from there. It wasn't finished up there. 
When we got to being supplied more and more with children, 
I was the oldest, well, there had been one born and died 
before I was born. 
JM: How many children were there? 
DB: There were seven of us, and I thin~ not including that 
older boy who died early. ~ 
JM: How many rooms in the cabin? 
DB: Well, let '·s see. That was changed from time to time. There 
were stairs to the upper floor, and we used that for something 
· most of the time. But there were, well, let's see, there 
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put a lean - to on the north side that was the whole length 
of the house . One bf them was made into a kitchen, the 
other into a small bedroom. And part of the big part had 
two bedrooms in it really . And we had a big firepl a ce 
a nd l at e r a big s tove in the living room in the big part . 
I think their first attempt to finish those logs, niy dad 
got a big roll of stiff pape r at Point Pleasant I guess, 
brough~ it up, and he covered the logs inside that way. 
JM: Do you hav~ any famous ancestors in your background? 
DB: None that I can say I ever knew . The two. brothers who 
came to Virginia came from Wales I unde~stood. One of 
them was William Blagg, ~nd the 6ther was John. Now 
William Blagg was the father of all my tribe. John Blagg 
was a captain in the Virginia army sometime. I think he 
was in the Revolution, ~aybe in the French and Indian War 
also. But I only know about them what I heard from some 
of the older people or read in some of the books that 
they had. 
JM: Where did they settle in Virginia? 
DB: Let's see. As far back as I know, they were in Highland 
County . That's right up nex t against Pendleton in West 
Virginia. It's in the valley. 
,· 
JM: In the Shenandoah Valley? 
DB: Yes, I guess that's part of the headwaters of s6me of the 
Shenandoah. I've been there, and I've seen some of those 
people, but I think they are all gone now . 
JM: Your mother was · a Crawford, and lived in Upshur County? 
DB: Yes . 
JM: When did you move to Point Pleasant? 
DB: I think it was early in 1903, before I got to be 16. The 
same year I taught a school down at Glenwood, down toward 
Huntington on the Ohio River. And I had been in a teachers' 
examination and got a certificate before that. And the 
next year I took the first statewide examination . I got a 
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JM: How long did you teach? 
DB: Just that one year . 
JM: You say that was down on the Ohio River? 
DB: Yeah, about half way to Huntington . 
JM: From Point Pleasant? 
DB: Yeah . 
JM : Was it a one-room grade school? 
DB: There were two rool'ns. I think they called me the principal, 
because I had the upper grades. 
JM: Where did you g6 to elementary ichool? 
DB: Right across the creek there at our home on 13. 
JM: Was that a one-room school? 
·DB: Yes . 
JM: 
DB: 
Do you remember anything abo,ut that? 
to write on? 
Did you use slates 
Yes, I used a slate. r•m not sure that I ever got it 
JM: When did you really start getting interested in law? 
DB: I expect at the time my father did . He taught school 
several winters out ther~ on 13. Th~n he ran for justice 
of the peace . 
JM: Did he get elected? 
DB : Yes, he did. He beat the old man, Burl Smith (laughter). 
That wasn't the end·of their friendship at all, because 
they had an agreement bet0een themselves that whoever died 
first the other one would preach his funer~l. Ahd he did . 
My dad preached Burl Smith's funeral. I was there. 







Donald Blagg 8 
DB: No sir, nope. They were both farmers, and justices of 
the peace. 
JM: Were they Baptists or Mathodists or? 
DB: My father and mother were Methodists . He was a northern 
Methodist and she was a southern Methodist . But I think 
Burl Smith would have bee ci a Baptist, probably, I'm not 
sure of that . There was a church on the hill above his 
house . 
JM: Are you a Methodist? 
DB: Yes. 
JM : Now you say you think you began getting interested in law 
about the same time as your fathei? 
DB: He was justice of the peace then for a good many years. 
That was my first idea of .what the law was. 
JM: Did you ever sit in on JP Court and watch? 
DB: Yes sir. I have be~n there just about as fuuch as I would 
like . (Laughter) I don't know that I learned anything. 
I learned more from my dad's talk. 
JM: You mean his talk in court or just talking to you? 
DB: Just talking to anybody . He got to know a good many lawyer's 
from Point Pleasant, because they would come up there to try 
a case sometime, and occasionally one or two from Jackson 
county came over. My father had a few law books, a code of 
course, and I think he got some Blackstone's and I don't 
know what if anything else . 
JM: He never really practiced law himself? 
DB: 
JM : 
Yes, he did, after we moved to Point Pleasant, he went in 
an office with a man by the name of John .•• from our 
neighborhood, who had been practicing for sometime, and 
later my dad got an office of his own on Main Street down 
in Point Pleasa~t. 
You were in his office a lot, I'm sure, learned a lot there, 
just by being in his office . 
,j 
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DB: No, because I was away from home during the time he was 
practicing. I was, when I got through with my one term 
at Glenwood I went up tb Parkersburg to the business college 
and tried to learn a few things. I took shorthand, typing, 
and a little bookkeeping, and I got a job there in Parkersburg 
at~ wholesale house, grocery, and worked in that I guess 
for a full yea1~ anyway~ But about that time my dad was 
already practicing lilli in Point Pleasant, I guess. 
JM: Well, did you learn shorthand pretty well? 
DB: Yes, I was first in our group, and my father, then living 
in Point Pleasant, was a good· friend of Judge Poffenbarger, 
and he was on the Supreme Court at that time. And they 
learned, I guess Judge Poffenbarger must have told my dad, 
there was going to a vacancy_ in the clerk's office up in 
Charleston. And he suggested that maybe I could get that 
job up there. So I had never been in Charleston, but I 
came down to Point Pleasant and came up on the train and 
went to the Supreme Court in the clerk's office and state 
law library. They were all in the old Capitol Annex. You 
· remember that. And I went up to Mr. Matthew's office, 
talked to him, and I liked him. 
JM: Now who was Mr. Matthews.? 
DB: . William B. Matthews. 
JM: Was he a judge? 
· DB: He was the clerk of the court. His office was next door 
to the courtroom and next door to the library. And he 
said if I would come back the next October when court was 
iri session, he wo~ld put me on, and he would pay me $50 a 
month. Well, I was getting that in Parkersburg· by that time. 
I didn't get it to start with. But I went back with ths 
intention of reporting in October~ 
JM: When was this? What time of yea~ was this when you were 
there? The first time. 
DB: Let's see, that must have been early in 1905 or late in 1904, 
because I didn't stay long in Parkersburg. 
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DB: Yes, I must have been there earlier in the year. 
JM: Then you came back in October? 
DB: Yeah, I we nt on back to work in Parkersburg and then when 
the time came why I quit up there and .•• 
JM: And what was your job then? 
DB: I was a stenographer in a wholesale grocery. 
JM~ I mean when you got on the court. 
DB~ Well, I was a stenographer in the clerk's off\ce. And the 
thing that turned me to law, of course, was, well, there 
were five judges on the cour.t, each of whom got to know me 
personally, personal friends and were ever since then, and 
Judge Brannon was the oldest. He was from Weston, and he 
died I believe while he was on the court. I believe that's 
right. I'm not real sure because he may have let his term 
expire, and he went off. Judge Mcwhorter was 'in Charleston. 
That was HE~nry C. Mcwhorter. Th e only older member on the 
court then was, and he didn't stay long . I think it was 
Judge Warren Miller from over in Jackson or Wood . But he 
was there, I think, when I went there. The other two 
judges were new judg~s. They had just been ele~ted in 1912. 
, i 
JM: That would have been 1904, wouldn't it? Didn't you join 
the court in 1905? 
DB: 1es, I think I did. They must have been elected in 1904. 
I think Judge Poffenbarger, maybe, was reelected that same 
year. And the other two new ones were Judge Cox from 
Morgantown and Judge Sanders from Bluefield. And lo and 
behold, I hadn't been there but a few weeks, very few weeks 
until the court announced one day that one of the judges 
was resigning today. That was Judge cox. And it wasn't 
but another week or two until Judge Sanders also turn l:!.d 
in his resignation. Governor Dawson had to • 
End of tape 1st side, first roll • . 
DB: Yes, two years or so before tha~ they were only g.etting 
$2,400 a year. They thought they were going to get more 
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JM: Wonder why they resigned? 
DB: Well, they were pretty good lawyers. And they could make 
a heap more than th~t at home. 
JM: You think that's still true, that lawyers can make more 
practicing than they can as a judge? 
DB: Yes, though, they are get~ing a pretty good salary now. 
JM: You recall what your salary was when you started there. 
Well you said it was $50 a month. 
DB: $50, yeah. Well they raised it the next legislature, 
slightly, I forget just where, maybe $75. 
JM: Now, how long did you stay with the court? 
DB: Well I stayed until a little aft~r I was admitted to the 
bar. Did you ever happe~ to know a colored fellow by the 
name of Phil waters? 
JM: No. 
DB: He worked for the court when I first went there~ He was 
a kind of a messenger . and ••• 
JM: Phil Waters. Now, r do remember Arthur Jackson. 
DB: Well, he was the fellow who worked in the library under ••.• 
I forget the old, original librarian right now, but I knew 
him. But Arthur went west. I think he died recently. 
JM: Yes, he did. 
DB: Phil waters had gone to school in Michigan, the University 
of Michigan, and I think he played baseball up there. ~e 
told me once that when he went up there that was the . , nly 
school in the north that would let a negro i~. There has 
been more of them since. Phil was always very friendly 
with me, and I can remember him once coming by the door 
of the clerk's offic~ and pointing to somebody I was in there 
writing on a typewriter, and he told somebody there "The 
stenographer of West Virginia.'' I was writing without 
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that . in Parkersburg, because they were teaching it that 
way. And I could do it. 
JM: You used the touch system • 
Dl3: Yeah. 
JM: Well, you went to law school at West Virginia University? 
DB: Yes, let's see. Of course what I was doing while I was 
there. I was listening to the argu~ents every week in 
the courtroom. And they had all the good lawyers in the 
state from everywhere coming in there. I got to know them 
personally, I think, pretty near all of them. They were 
very friendly people. I had the run of the library. 
People would recommend books, and I would go in and get 
some of them and read them. · I got into Blackstone that 
way, with als6 some other little easier books than that 
one ••• it's my mind that wanders. 
JM: Yeah, do you recall what year you started to school up there? 
DB: Yeah, 1908. 
JM: And how many years did it take to finish? 
DB: I had worked in the tlerk's office and reading the books 
from the library frofu 1905 until 1908, September. I went 
to Morgantown. One of the fellows who frequented the 
clerk's office, he was a personal friend of Mr. Matthews, 
was Russell Trotter, and he pretended to be practicing law. 
He had been admitted, but he didn't have any practice, but 
he lived in Charleston. I think h~ helped run a building 
and loan association, but when I got to Morgantown, he was 
on the faculty at the law school. The head of the faculty, 
called the dean, was Charles E. Hogg, who was a lawyer in 
Point Pleasant. He was a good friend of my dad, too. He 
was the author of a lot of law books, practiced and Wif S a 
good lawyer. But the governor I reckon wanted him as dean 
of the law school. When I got to Morgantown, I think I got 
there late in the evening, I went to a hotel that's up there 
and registered. Then I went up to the s~hool and the first 
man I saw there, I think, was Russell Trotter. I knew he 
had been appointed to the faculty. (L~ughte~) this is not 
pertinent at all. But he asked me if I was going to go to 










l , ,JM: 
DB: 
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my advice? tf I was you I would go back to Charleston and 
work in the clerk's office. Well, I didn't take his advice. 
When he asked me if I had a place to stay, I said no. He 
said, if I was you, I would try Dean Hogg., He's got a big 
house over on the South Side on Grand Str~et. and his wife 
wants to take in some roo.me r s. So I went there and I got 
a room. I had a roommate to start with. His name was Kump. 
It wasn't the governor, it was his brother. 
Really, what was his first name? 
Guy, no that was the governor. 
That was the g9vernor, uh, huh. 
This one was, they came from father east. 
They were from Elkins, weren't they? 
Yeah, from Elkins . I had known the governor in Charleston. 
But I got right in with his brother in Morgantown and 
happened to be a roommate . 
w,~11, how many years did you go to the university? 
One . 
Just one year? I 
Yeah, the way I figured to pass the bar exam you have a 
scheduled number of s ubjects, and I looked those ovei 
and some of them I had read a good deal of, but I figured 
on if I could take the hardest ones in school there, I 
could probably pass the bar on the ones I had a chance to 
read up on . So I went to ·work on that and I took, let's 
see, there were three terms here then, not, they didn't 
have halves, the fall and the winter and the spring · term. 
So I took four class es each term. I managed somehow t o 
pass the four, that made 12. I think it was only thr~e, 
four or five, I forget just what the others were. In 
June, no, I think it was in January, they were having the 
bar exam. So I tried the bar exam on those subjects I had 
in school. I managed to pass them somehow. I think everybody 
favored me. I can't help but think from people who practiced 
in the Supreme Court up there. I had to do. things wrong, and 
they all got to know me. 
... 
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JM: Well now, it wasn't ncicessary to take a prescribed nQmb~r 
of courses in law . at the university? Just as long as you 
passed the bar? 
DB: Yes, that was a bar exam • 
JM: So really, if you passed the bar, technically you wouldn't 
have to go to the university at all? 
DB: You didn't then, and I don't know that you do now. There 
has b~en some fussing about that. They say that they ought 
not to prefer the West Virginia Law .school over all the 
others by simply licensing people. But they were doing 
that in those days. I got credit for what l took in school, 
and I got credit for what I passed on this .bai e~amination. 
JM: Then you came back. Where did you start practicing law? 
DB: The day I got my papers out of Morgantown, it was alma:t 
commencement, and I could have stayed for co~mencement. 
I think ·r had some little part to play there, but I didn't. 
It was June, and the court was then sitting in Wheeling. 
I _ always went to Wheeling with the court in June, and I 
went to Charlestown in September. That was part of my job . 
And I went on the train over to Wheeling and took my pap~rs 
with me and went to the court and one of the law clerks 
with the court was a friend of mine, and the court took my 
papers and granted ~ea lic~nse to practice. · And then this 
• I . 
boy Mcwhorter, Charlie Mcwhorter, mewed my admission to the 
Supreme Court on the same .day. ·To be admitted to · p:".'actice 
in the court, you have to actually be there and be identified 
to the bourt. Somebody will recommend you. So I didn't 
wait any longer then, got on the train. I don't remember 
that I even stopped at Parkersburg that trip . My wife had 
then been up tO business college, and she had a job at 
Parkersburg. And when I was in school, I would usu~lly 
.stop off in Parkersburg for a visit with her when I was 
going home. I went on to Point Ple_asant, and rny fathi.'? r was 
then prosecuting attorney, and h e was engaged in a murd er 
trial. A man had shot and killed two' old men who had some 
objections to his actions. I went to court and helped him 
on ths last day of June. Now that last day of June happened 
to be the date that my wife and I had agreed on to be married. 
Well, I got out of that. We finished the case that day, and 
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the first bf July we were ma r ried . The last day in JUly 
is my birthday . 
JM: What was your wife's name? 








Annie Laurie Knopp . 
Yes, (spells) K-n-o - p-p. Her father was a school teacher, 
an old school teacher, and a friend of my father's. 
Whenever I get into tha~ tale I never know, you have 
heard probably that marriages are made in heaven . I don't 
know that that's true. But while we were still out in 
the country my <lad came home one evening, and he said we're 
going to have company tomorrow evening, Friday. Th e re's a 
man from Poimt Pleasant that·• s been teaching the school at 
Arbuckle . He came up there to get his school . So next 
evening about supper time a strange gentleman came in and 
I think his first words to my dad were, ''How far did you 
say it was out here?" Dad said, "Oh I said it was about 
three miles and a half .• 11 "Well, he says, I' 11 shew you 
what I meari by that . " He got him a newspaper or something 
and he marked off three miles and a half, a nd he said 
"We are about there, but . I don't want to see your paper." 
He stayed all night . The next morning I took him, that 
was Mr. Knopp, and he had taught schobl for many years, 
and my dad had in tha m~antime been elected county supe r -
intendent of schools, and h e had appointed Jake Knopp one 
of the examiners, too . I don't know that I knew that at 
the time. I usually knew who the e x aminers were . So it 
tur6ed out to be all right with her father and mother, 
and we got married and I think right away we took a short 
trip over to Philadel~hia. I had an uncle and some other 
relatives living there. And I had been over and gone to 
Atlantic City once . So we took a trip over there . 
Now her name is Annie? 
""1 
Yes~ Laurie . 
Annie Laurie, and Knopp . 
Yeah. 
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DB: Two years after me, 1888. · I had a sister born the same year. 
JM: She is living today, your wife? 
DB: Yes. That's her sitting down there in the chair • 
JM: Do you know the date of ·her birth? 
DB: Yes, I think it's November 25th. I'm doing that from 
memory now. When we got to Point Pleasant, when my father 
moved, in 1902 as I think rather early in the year. He 
had rented a house from a frien~ of his in the upper end 
of Point Pleasant, and it was only a little way from where 
Mr. Knopp lived. · And there w~re people on the river bank, 
The river bank it's level up there, but it's way down to 
the river along the Ohio there . I saw my younger sister 
out there with some young folks playing croq~et on level 
ground. I'll tell you who they are. One of the girls was 
Mrs. K~6pp's daughter. You'v~ got to put all of that 
together. I can't do it (laughter) ~ 
JM: Well, I suspect there is a little . romance there. 
DB: Well, ~e lived there in North Point Pleasant until I c~rne 
to Charleston, and my wife had in the meantime gone to 
business college. She went to high school · some in Point 
Pleasant. I think s~e didn't graduate . 
JM: So you began the practice of law in 1906 in Point Pleasant? 
DB: Slightly. I went on back to Charleston. Mr. Matthews had 
written me and said he wanted me to come back. The man he 
got, his term had expired, and he wanted me to come back 
and work for him some more, and so I did that because you 
got a salary for doing that. 
JM: That was after you got yout law degree? 
DB: Yes. 
JM.: You did get a law degree from the university, didn't you? 
DB: No, I guess I didn't, I don't think I ~ver did. 
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DB: I got that from the court. 
JM: From the Supreme Court? 
DB: Yeah. 
JM: You passed the bar at the Supreme Court or at the university? 
DB: Well, I passed the bar examination at the university. The 
faculty members up there I think were the examiners. And 
JM: 
DB: 
I worked for Mr. Matthews. That was in the fall of 1909t 
and I suppose I worked there again until 1910 or it seems 
to me it must have been about 1912. I built a little house. 
My wife and I bui .lt a house on Ruffner Avenue. 
Let's see., what year did you· get out of law school? 
1909. I was married that same year and licensed. I didn't 
open a law office until · I expect it was 1912. 
JM: And you were working for · Mr. Matthews during that time? 
DB: Yes. I got most of my trai~ing in the Supreme Court, I guess. 
JM: Now there is one thing I want to ask you about and that is 
in the year of 1911 when half of the Legislature went to 
Cincinnati. I'm surf-? you must remember something about that? 
DB: Yes, I do. I wasn't in on it at all. I had met Governor 
JM: 
DB: 
Dawson once or twice before that, one time I remember when 
I was coming from Point Pleasant up to Charleston back to 
work, and he was out at the railroad station, and he knew 
my dad, and my father introduced me to him~ I had met him 
once in his office. I think up here, because Mrs. Poffenbarger 
had taken me in one day. I'm not positive that she did get 
to see Governor Dawson. 
Did you know Governor Glasscock? 
Yes. I don't believe I knew him in Morgantown. 
might have. I went to the same church, I guess. 
Or I 
JM: Of course he was the governor when the Legislature went t6 
Cincinnati. 
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DB: Yes. 
JM: Now, maybe to refresh your memory iust a little bit, the 
reason they went to Cincinnati, as I under~tand it. 
Actually it was half of the state Senate that went. And 
the reason they went was two senators were.to be elected. 
And in order to elect two senators, they had to have a 
quorum in each house of the Legislature. Well, the Senate 
was evenly divided, 15-15, I think, and so the Republicans 
of cours~ knew that if they were th_ere, and they had a 
quorum, they would have to elect Democrats. And so this 
was their way of fighting tha~. Half of them went to 
Cincinnati so they couldn't have a quorum. Does that 
refresh ytiur memory a little? 
DB: Yeah, yeah. I remember what went on th~re. I wasn't 
consulted. I wasn 't in on _ ahy of the discussions. I 
could read in the papers what they were talking about. 
JM: Do you remember how they left town or whether it was a 
surprise to everybody? 
DB: It was a surprise. I think they got on a train. Let's see. 
Must have been a night train, I expect. 
JM: Yes, that's the story I heard, that they did get on a night 
train. Do you remembe,r how long they stayed? 
DB: Several days. They were wan~ing them back, but they were 
thinking of arresting them down there and bringing them back. 
JM: was there quite a bit of excitement about it in town? 
DB: Yes. Yes sir. Quite a bit of feeling on the part of the 
Republicans. They said they were acting on the advice of 
_Governor Dawson. 
JM: Governor Dawson now or Governor Glasscock? Ybu see G□fernor 
Glasscock was in office? 
DB: Was he? 
JM: Yes. 
DB: Well, maybe he was, but the thing that I heard was that 
Governor Dawson was the man that planned the thing. 
• 
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JM: Well, it could have been. You know, he could have been 
behind . it. 
DB: He could do things like that. Yes sir, I heard some of 
the senators say that • 
JM: Did you ever hear how they reached an agreement or what 
kind of an agreement they rea~hed in Cincinnati about 
the election of the senators? 
DB: I forget even what they finally did. 
JM: Well, they came back, you know, and two Democratic senators 
were elected. Senator Chilton and .Senator Watson. 
DB: That's right, yes. 
JM: But, as I understand the story, the Republicans did get 
something out of it. They were able to elect Hatfield as 
president of the Senate. Does that fit in? 
DB: Could be. Hatfield went on from there to governor. Didn't he? 
JM: Yes. He was the next governor after Glasscock. Do you 
remember anything else about . it? I don't want to • 
DB: I wasn't close enough to it to know much about it. Governor 
Hatfield once sent me .to take a message down to Mason County 
about something, which had nothing to db with th~t race to 
Cincinnati. I forget what it was, a later election. 
JM: Well, that was one thing I particularly wanted to, you know, 




It was, and I don't know who could tell you . 
could have told you. 
I bet he could. 
Governor Dawson 
I can well believe that he, knowing the facts and knowing 
the number of Republidans there were to do anything, that 
JM: I guess that was kind of unusual because the Republicans, 
they had charge of the governor's office. 
DB: You say Glasscock. He wasn't in then, was he? 
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JM: Yeah, Glasscock was in in 1 911 . 
DB : That's right. I had known him slightly in Morgantown • . 
JM : So the Democrats h ad con tro l o f t h e House , a nd half o f 
_th~ Senate. So that's what created the problem . But 
they did elect two Democratic s e nato r s . 
DB : Yes, I don't know exactly how tha t was worked out . 
JM : Well, · there we r e a lot of rumors, you know, ab01 t what 
kind of a deal they made in Cincinnati, and there is 
supposed to have been, maybe a lot of money was used to 
bring about the agreement . But that's all rumor . I 
really don't know anything for sure . 
DB : I guess I never even heard that . 
JM : Do you recall the Capitol fire? Were you there in town ·then? 
DB: Yes sir, I was right there . 
JM : Did you ~ee it? 
DB : Yes, by that time I h ad got an office of my own . I was 
in th e old Coyle and Richardson and building on the corner 
opposite . 
End of second side, first tape . 
JM: You say were sitting in your office when the fire broke out? 
DB: I happened to look out the window and the re was . smoke and 
maybe some fire corning out of th e top floor, I think, of 
the Capitol at that time . It was, I didn't like the looks 
of it . I went over . I reported over to the attorney 
general's office . There were people I knew in there, and 
they were considering moving their stuff out of the building . 
I encourage d them . I told them I don't think you can ~save 
this building . 
JM : Where was the atforney general 1 s office ? 
DB: I believe they were on the ground floor on the upper side, 
toward the hill. 
JM : Of the capitol? 
l 
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DB : Yeah . 
JM : Not the Annex? 
DB : No . 
JM : They were actually in the Capitol? 
DB : Yeah v 
JM : So you went over . Did you call them by telephone or did 
you go over there ? 
DB : I don't think so . I just walke_d over there. It's just 
acro s s the street, and that's where I headed, to those 
people I knew particularly . 
JM : You were in, now let's see, in the old Coyle and Richardson 
Building . 
DB : That's on the corner of Lee and Capitol . They moved a 
block up . 
JM: Oh, I see . Okay, was the triangle there then? 
where Capitol and Lee me ~t there is a t r iangle . 
old Bank of Commerce Building used to be . 
You knav 
And the 
DB: I'm not ~os i tive thaf that ~treet had been opened through 
to Capitol at that time . 
JM : Well, I knav that used to be State Street in there at one 
time . Well, you say t~e old Coyle and Richardson Building 
was directly across the street from the Capitol? 
DB: Yes, there was nothing between it and the Capitol lot . 
The Capitol lot came down . It included that triangle 
that is there now . 
JM: ' okay, actually you walked about how far to ••• 
DB: Just the _ distance of across the street from the corner 
over there into the Capitol ground . The building was 
back from Capitol Street a good bit . Had to go up a 
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So maybe it was so~ething like , maybe 50 yards altogether . 
Yeah, or less than 100 yards . 
Well, so you were ~ctually in the building while it was 
burning? 
Yes, I was in it . I helpe d the attorney g e neral carry out 
some of their records and books . rt wasn't bothering them 
at the time, but anybody going and looking at that fire 
coming out of the top of the building would see they had 
a poor show to save any of it . 
Did you hear any popping arid cracking? 
Yei sir, I had forgotten aboµt that, but there was . We 
figured out at the time what that was . I think it was 
some ammunition of the National Guard up there on the 
third floor . 
I think .that's right . 
It popped, popped, popped . People were a little afraid 
of it . But it was all surrounded by a brick wall at the 
time, I suppose . 
JM: Did the .fire engine come soon? 
l 
DB: Yes, but I think the fire engine, as I remember, all came 
around to thB back, came in frofu whatever the street is 
back of it there . 
JM: Washington Street? 
DB: No across ••• 
JM: Hale . Would it have been Hale or Dickinson? 
DB: Dickinson, I expect. 
JM: Dickinson, I guess. 
DB: Yeah; but they came upon the Capitol lot there, and shooting 
the water into the building . But it didn't have much e£fect ~ 
People were moving out all the time, too. 
l 
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JM: There was a big crowd gathered there, I guess. 
DB: Oh, yes. Let's see the Supreme Court was in the Annex 
when I got there first, and so they were out of that 
building. 
JM: They were safe. 
DB: Yeah, considered themselves safe over in the Annex~ 
JM: How long did the fire burn, I wonder. 
DB: You know they had two fires up there. W·ell, I expect it 
burned until night. I don't just remember when I left, 
Let's see I was living then up on Morris Street. We had 
an apartment up there. Twen.ty- one, twenty-one. We had 
built a little house on Ruffner Avenue, I think, in 1912. 
JM: The fire engine was dr.awn by horses, wasn't it? 
DB: I don't know if I can tell you that or not. 
JM: Do you remember anything else about the fire? Did you see 
the old tower fall? 
DB: I don't think I did. I remember picking up something as 
a relic. I think maybe in the attorney general's office. 
I can't remember. I dori't suppose I've got it anymore, 
whatever it was. 
JM: Well, there were some important records burned, I guess. 
DB: Oh yes. 
JM: I think they lost some of the portraits of the early governors 
in the fire, and some important records. 
DB: The court records I expect. Were some of them destro, ed? 
Let's see. No, their records were all in the Annex, I'm 
pretty sure. 
JM: Do you remember the fire of 1927, the so - called Pasteboard 
capitol? 
DB: Yesh, that Pasteboard Capitol was on Summers Street, just 
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across from the YMCA building or lot there. I boarded 
at Mrs. Silling's r es taurant, or boarding house on the 
west side of Summers Street, and when I got married I was 
livi.ng in an apartment up at Morris Street at the time of 
the fire. That Pasteboard Capitol was put up by Mrs. 
• Silling's son ~ He became an architect . I expect he's 
still living now, I'm not positive . 
JM: Is that Cy Silling? 
DB : Cy, yeah. And he was very much interested in that business. 
He went with another older architect there. 
JM: Mr. Tucker? There used to be a firm called Tucker and 
Silling, ~rchitects in Charleston . 
DB: Tucker doesn't sound quite right for this old fellow I'm 
thinking about, but that fits the place . Cy was with an 
older~an for awhile . 
jM: Well, it might have been a different man earlier, but that's 
the one I remember. 
DB: I knew him. Iknew his wife . They lived over on South Hills. 
JM: was the Pasteboard fi~e a pretty big fire? 
DB: Yes, it was a hot fife, because it was just a wooden building ~ 
It was long, It ran from Capitol Street I expect clear back 
to Summers . And, but it was only the width of an office . 
JM : You say it was where the YMCA building is now? 
DB: Well, I think the YMCA building was . there then, but the 
building was above it . 
JM: out towards the Daniel Boone? 
'II) 
DB: Yes, that's Washington Street that comes down throu9h there 
now, isn't it? 
JM: Yes. 
DB: Yes, and I'm not sure that building was on Washington Street, 
but it was away from the YMCA building . 
l 
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JM : You know right now Penny's Departme nt Store is on that corner . 
DB : That's right. 
JM: It would be about in that area? 
DB: Yeah . That's where that temporary building was. 
JM: Gore was governor when it _burned . Did you know Governor Gore? 
DB : What was his name? 
JM : Gore . 
DB: Gore, yes I knew him . He was from Clarksburg . 
JM : Well, in your long career, do you remember any other big 
political events or fires or anything that you think was 
quite interesting? 
DB : The Capitol fires were the main thing of that thing that I 
was ever present . 
JM: Did you actually see the Pasteboard fire? 
DB : Yes, I forget where I saw it from . But I knew Cy Silling, 
and when I heard about that I think I went down there to 
• . l 
see. It went all right . 
JM: You say Silling designed the building? 
DB : Yeah, he built it for the s t ate . 
JM: Well , now, at that time were you still in the Coyle and 
Richardson Building, your office? 
DB: Let's see . 
JM: 1927 . 
DB : '27 was that when that happened? 
JM: It was in March, '27 . 
DB: I think I would have been in the old building at the corner 
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JM: The Security Building . 
DB: Yes, it was later called the Security Building. I h~ve 
some records that would tell ~e that, but L ca~•t rem~ber 
being close to that fire when it started. I think I must 
have gone out there to see about it. 
JM: The Security Building is where Frankenbergers is. 
DB: Yes. trankerbeigers, I don't know who runs it now. 
JM: I don't know either. It doesn't seem like the same 
anymore ••. Did you ever r~n, well, you said you were 
city solicitor for awhile . 
DB: Yes, Grant Hall ran for mayor, and that must have been 
about 1918 I expect. I foriet when I was city solicitor, 
but I knru I r~n for council up in my ward, up on Ruffner 
Avenue at that same election, and I got elected. But the 
mayor came to see me before the first council meeting, and 
he told me who he was thinking about appointing city 
solicitor. wanted to know if I would take it. I told him 
I sure would. And~ he said well, if you do, I'll appoint 
Bill Lively to your job as councilman up there. He was a 
neighbor of mine. So that's the way it went . 
JM: That was Grant Hall, the mayor? 
DB: Yeah, he was a reform mayor. I heard rather lately that I 
got some credit for, which I didn't deserve. Some lady told 
a friend of mine that I bad cleaned up Summers Street. Oh 
JM: 
I said it's a mystery . Well, of course I couldn't do it 
anyhow. 
I didn't know it was ever cleaned up. 
DB: I'm not sure about that, but Mayor Grant Hall did a pretty 
good try at it ~ •11
1 
JM: Did you ever run for any other office? 
DB: I ran for judge once, circuit court judge, but I didn't 
_ have .much of a chance that time. 












Yes, I was running 
and I know him all 
attacked me in the 
judge along then? 
good friends. 
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ag a inst ••• A good friend of mine, 
the time. Th~t's a trouble that has 
last three y ears. Who was circuit 
I knew him perfectly we~l, and we were 
I can't think of any . . . 
And his son is a lawyer or was . 
Couldn't be Taylor? 
Yeah. 
JM : Frank Taylor? 
DB: Frank Taylor . I ran agains~ him, and he had been prosecuting 
attorney and the city was Democratic at that time . I didn't 
have much chance . 
JM: Do you remember what year that was? 
DB: I possibly could find out. 
JM: Oh, that's all right. Probably it was in the '40's sometime 
or maybe later. 
DB: I ~hink it was earli~r than that . rt was back pretty well. 
JM: So, ~ell, you were a Republican then, since you were 
running against Taylor? 
DB: Yeah. 
JM: _can you remember any big case that you were involved in 
that was particularly interestirig and that we should mention? 
DB: I had a very small practice when I started, and Ed Bli ck 
was in Townsend's office . Townsend was the prosecutirig 
attorney . And they gave me a desk in there, too, down in 
the old Kanawha valley Bank Buil~ing and I practiced, took 
any small case I could get, and I was helping to defend an 
old man who was sued. I don't remember the details. That 
was a . later case . I tried a little JP case downtown, don't 
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it, and he asked me to help him, and I went in and I did 
the best I could, and I believe we won that case or maybe 
got a little more favorable decision than we had e~pected 
or something, and I was still in Townsend's office over 
there. He was prosecutor. I think it was a few days later, 
and somebody told me that Judge ••. my old partner, first 
partner, wanted to see me. You remember who my first 
partner was? (Laughter) . I ought to know that. 
First partner. 
Rummel. 
Oh yeah, Rummel, Blagg and Stone . 
Ye~h, well I'm not sure whether Stone was with him then or 
not, but Judge Rummel wanted to see me, and he said he had 
heard something ahout this little case we had tried, and 
he was a judge, but he needed a stenographer in his office. 
Would I take a job like that? Well, I did. I went up to 
the judge's office. 
JM: Was he a circuit judge or a Supreme Court judge? 
DB: 
JM: 
He was a circuit judge, but I believe his first job, he was 
appointed by the governor to the court of common pleas or. 
Court of Claims? 
DB: No. 
JM: There was a court of common pleas. 
DB: Yes, it was a new thing in our county. We had never had 
such a thing before. Well, anyhow, I took the job in the 
judge's office, and I was with him quite a while, and he 
would take me around . He had business out of state, in 
New York and Washington and Richmond and North Carol i 'h a. 
He . would take me around, and he always had me for a law 
clerk. I guess that's what he called me all the tim~. 
JM: But you were later partners, were you not? 
DB: Yes, he, let's see. Eddie Bock and he had worked up at the 
Supreme Court when I was up there. 
... 
l 
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JM: What was Rummel's first name? 
DB: H.D. it was, they called him. 
JM: Well, that's all right. What wa~ Mr. Stone? 
DB: A.G. Stone. Well, when the judge finally decided, I think 
he took us both in at once. And he called it Rummel, 
Blagg and Stone. 
JM: Do you recall what year that was? 
DB: I've got it down in a book somewhere. 
JM: That would have been maybe in the '20's or. 
DB: Yes, I think it would be in the early 1 20 1 s, and we later 
took in some other people. 
JM: I don't thiHk I asked you if you have any children? 
DB: Yeah, we've got four, my wj_fe and I. They' re all living. 
I can't name the grandchildren. My wife can. She can 
tell you their birthdays. 
JM: Are they boys or girls? 
DB: Both. Our daughter down here (St. Albans) is our only girl. 
She was the oldest. Th~n J6e came next, and he's practicing 
law in Charleston. He's been helping the state Roaa Commission 
a good bit on titles to get land. But he has a private office 
downtown. The next boy is, well, I' 11 have to, jump to Bob, 
Robert. He's over in. Virginia. No more lawyers. Bob, he's 
over at Virginia Beach, and he works for this kind of a 
thing, and he's ••• 
JM: Recording, radio and electronics, maybe? 
DB: Yeah, he handles. There .is a broadcasting company, Chriitian 
Broadcasting, CBN, Christian Broadcasting something, and he 
handles their mechanics for them. 
JM: Christian Broadcasting Network? 
DB: Network. Yeah. That's what they call it. 
I] 
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JM: Now the other son? 
DB: He's over in New Jersey. He w6rked for a long time with 
the steel company in Pittsburgh. Let's see, what is that? 
JM: You don't have another, Donald? 
DB: Nope. 
JM: Or John? 
DB: Oh, this third boy's name is Tom. 
JM: Well, you've got at least one practicing law. 
DB: Yeah, I think he's making a~iving all right up there. 
JM: I bet he is. 
DB: One thing was I never asked him to c~e into our firm. He 
never asked me to. 
JM: That could be good ind bad, I guess. 
DB: Yes. 
JM: What advic~ would you give somebody entering the practice 
I 
of law today? 
DB: One thing he would have todov.0uld be to work hard. There 
are two things he's got to learn. He has got to learn law 
or how to · find out about the law in any situati.on that 
arises, and he's got to Work with his clients, find out what 
the real facts are. It don't pay to go into court and be 
surprised with a lot of things you never _heard of before. 
,JM: . What do you, do you think the lawyers of today follow the 
code of ethics a~ well as they did when y6u were prac~ icing? 
DB: So far as I know, yes. I've been seeing some things in the 
paper that worries me a little . Whether or not they adhere 
to the code that they should. One thing is to maintain the 
privacy of the information your client gives you. 
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DB : I think I would . I . don't know of. anything I could have 
done any better with . 
JM: Really think you have a lov e of tr1e law, so to speak? 
DB: Yes, yeah, it's, I don't know anything better to do . If 
everybody knew the law and was willing to abide by it , 
things would be happy here . 
JM : Well, I'll ask you this qJestion , that you have probably 
heard before . To what do you attribute your long life? 
DB : Well, I'll say this just for you r information, my mother 
lived to be 100 . 
JM: Is that right? 
DB : My fath~r didn't . 
JM : How old was he when he died? 
DB : Well, he died in the late '30's and he was born in 1860. 
I believe, he was in his '70's, I guess. That was fairly 
good for a man, but •.• 
JM : What year did your mother die? Do you know? 
DB : She died in 1966, eaily, January or so . She had been 
born in October, 1865 . Sh e lived 100 and a few weeks 
up into January in 1 66 . 
JM : Real~y, you told me her name was Crawford . 
DB : Yes . 
JM : What was her first name? 
DB: Luemma . 
JM: And she was from Upshur County? 
DB: Upshur County, near the line of Lewis . 
JM : was she in pretty good health up until the end? 
DB : No, let's see 
] 
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DB: Yeah, she came up he re dne d ay after we built this house. 
That was in '49, but · she lost a l ,2g. She had to have a leg 
amputated. I can't think now just why that was . 
JM : Maybe because o f an infection ~ 
DB : I don't think it was an accident . 
JM : Did she have diabetes or something like that? 
DB : That's my impressidn that it was of that nature . The doctors 
took her to the hospital at Gallipolis . And my~other, who 
was a doctor, and I we nt with her down there, and some of 
the family, but the doctors all seeme d to agree that she 
would have to have her leg off. taken off pretty high up 
on her right leg . I forget ~hat it was that started 
that thing . 
JM : What was your brother's name, the doctor? 
DB : My brother's nam e was Vance, Benjamin Vance, B. V •. He 
practiced for years in South Charleston . 
JM: Now did you have any othe r b r others who we re lawyers or 
doctors? 
DB: No, let's see . I had one brother later, a younget one, 
but he died over neat Washington in rece nt years . 
JM : You were the 
DB: I was the oldest . 
JM : Are any of the others living? 
DB : My baby sister . 
JM: Really . ~ 
DB: She's in Cincinn ati. I call her up every once in awhile . 
JM: About how old would she be now? 
DB: She's well in her 'BO's . Let's see . She was born in '99 I 
believe . She would be going into her 81st year now, I suppose. 
l 
l 
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JM: Yeah, or 82nd. 
DB: Yeah, maybe 82nd. 
JM: So you were the first, and it's just the first and the 
last of seven children. 
DB: Yeah . The next one in order was my sister, who was two 
years younger than me, and she married and rnov8d to New 
Mexico . Her husband ~as supposed to have gotten tuberculosis. 
In those days, the only thing people knew to do· was to move 
to some climate where you could get well. Well, they didn't 
have a sanitarium in this state even then. Governor Dawson 
had TB . 
JM: Yes, that's what I ttnderstoQd. 
DB: The first sanitarium we had was up in his home county, up 
in Preston County. What is the name of the place? 
JM: Kingwood. 
DB: It's on the railroad. 
JM: The name of the town? 
DB: Yes, I was trying to . think of it. 
t 
JM: Kingwood is the only name I can think of in Preston Coo nty. 
Bloomingdale or something like that? 
DB: That's one complaint I have about my old age. There are 
a lot of things I can remember perfectly. But when I get 
to names of people that even I kn~well, I have trouble. 
JM: So one reason you have lived along tim~ is by reason of 
inheritance, I guess. Your mother lived to be more than 100. 
·~1 
DB: Well, I tell you what I .did. I think even before I ~as 
practicing law maybe, or at least I know after I did. I 
went out to the YMCA in the gym pretty regularly about two 
or three times a week, and I think that did me some good. 
JM: What did you do at the Y mostly? 
DB: Well, I played volley ball and basketball or we would run 
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around the ring. 
JM: Call that jogging today. 
DB: Yes, though sometimes we got to sprinting around the thing. 
It was upstairs, over the gym floor. 
JM: You were quite a young man then? 
DB: Yes, at that time I was practicing law . I'm 'pretty sure . 
Maybe I neglected my business some, because I enjoyed it 
out there and people I knew were all friends of mine . 
JM: Did you do anything in later yaars to sort of keep in shape? 
Maybe walk a lot or • • . 
DB: Yes, even now ~ I've been w~lking around downtown her~~ but 
I haven 1 t done anything very strenuous for $everal years. 
JM: You don't play golf or ~o bowling or anything like that? 
DB: Nope. 
JM: Do you watch your diet carefully or do you eat most 
anything you want? 
DB: I try to be pretty careful with it. Right now my wife is 
not well and we've b&en kind of boarding around . I usually 
get a dish of cereal for breakfast and a glass of milk. 
For lunch, if I can get it a piece of apple pie, cut it 
up and put milk on it, maybe a cookie with it . Then at 
supper time, my wife has been 'seeing to it t1:1at we get a 
little meat of some ki~d, ~ither chicken or what do you 
call this mixed • •• 
JM: You mean chicken and dumplings? 
DB: No, I'm thinking about the beef thing that you get . ~ 
Nowadays instead of b e ef it's . 
JM: Beef stew or beef steak? 
DB-: It's a mixture in the form of a steak. A flat thing. I 
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JM: Well, you don't seem . to have a weight p r oblem. How much 
do you weigh? 
DB: About 130, 130 some probably now o 
JM : Has that been your weight for a long time? 
DB: Yes. I never, well I think one time while I was practicing 
law I ran up into nearly 160 . But I soon cut that out . 
JM: You told .me your height . You are just under six feet? 
DB : Yeah, almost six . 
JM: Well, you don't have any health problems now, really . 
DB : Let's see if I have . · We ll; I had a hernia in the past 
couple 6f years. I hope that's finished and gone . Since 
my wife has been sick and unable to get about, and sometimes 
I have to lift her up out of her chair or out of bed, I've 
begun to worry that maybe I was going to start th a t herni a 
again. But I have the doctor look at it occasiona lly . 
JM: You had it fixed? · Had it operated on? 
DB : Yes . 
JM: Well, it probably wiil be all right . 
DB: I'm hoping I don't have . to do it again . 
JM: You seem to have, do you have your natural teeth? Do you 
have all your teeth? 
DB: Yes, those are my teeth that I've got the re • . I ex pect 
there is one or two that is fastened on to the original roots . 
JM : You have most of your natural teeth? 
DB: Yeah . 
JM: That's very good . Well, I certainly thank you for spsnding 
all this time with me . 
DB: Well, it's probably a good thing for me. You haven't asked 
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me very much about things that I can't remember. 
JM: Well, is there anything we have missed that you would like 
to mention, or want to talk about a little .bit? 
DB: Well, I joined the Methodist Church when I was still out 
on 13 . I went to Parkersburg and I joined the church up 
there for awhile. When I came to Charleston, Mr. Matthews, 
my boss, was a very active member bf the church, now called 
Christ Church Methodist. That was originally State Street 
Church. It was down on State Street, but I was with all 
the time until they rebui.lt up on Morris Street, It's 
Christ Church Methodist now. 
JM: That's where I go to church . 
DB: Do you? Don't tell anybody up there this. I feel like I 
owe that church something. Well, you can just imagine, 
two or three Of the judges in the Supre~e Court belonged 
to it when I was working for them. Governor Dawson never 
did. He was a Presbyterian. But Governor Atkinson was up 
there. And Governor Atkinson took some interest in me. 
He had come back to Charleston to retire. He had been 
on the Court of Claims in Washington for awhile. But 
there was a heap of people up that church that were just 
like my own family. I first went to Mrs. Silling's Sunday 
school with the Southern Methodists on Dickins6n Street. 
But then I heard abo~t the Methodist Church down on State 
Street, and I started going down there. It was my kind of 
a church. i went to Sunday · schools in the afternoon. So 
I went there and they took me into Miss McGwigan ·' s, I 
expect you have heard of Miss McGwigan? 
JM: Yes, I have. 
DB: They put me in her class. When Sunday school was over, the 
superintendent came back, I don't knowwhether he saw me 
particularly, but he came back to Miss McGwigan' s cla:'\i S 
and wanted to know who I was and wanted to .know where I 
was from, and I told him I was from Mason County. He says 
well so am I. It was Andy Thomas from up in the bend. He 
was head of the firm of Tho~as - Field and Company. The 
Thomases all I got to know. George, and the old •.• 
JM: Well there was a youhg John Thomas who was in the church, 
.. 
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and he died a few years ago. He was a very young man. 
DB: Whose son was he, do you know? 
JM: Frank. I think he was Frank's son. 
DB: That's right. Well, I knew Frank and Tom . The Thomases 
always helped me and Governor Atkinson, Mr. Matthews of course. 
JM: Governor Atkinson was an interesting man, wasn't he? 
DB: Yeah. 
JM: Well, do you think we ought to sign off? 
DB: Do you know what time it is?. I don't. 
JM: Well, it's about a quar~er after four. 
DB: Well, I've got whatever time you've got . 
JM: Okay. Well, I want to thank y6u again on the record, and 
I'll just click it off here if it's okay . 
End of interview . 
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Donald Blagg 
JM: This is an interview with Donald o. Blagg of St . Albans, 
who was born July 31, 1886. The interview was conducted 
March 28, 1981, by John Morgan of The Char~eston Gazette. 
You say you were born at 13 mile creek in Mason County? 
Wasn't this the area that Washington explored or tried 
to settle at one time? 
DB: Not the identical spot as far as I know. Washington I 
think went once over to Pittsburgh, down the Ohio River, 
and he was an engineer, and he was looking for land . He 
came down to Point Pleasant and turned up the Kana·;,vha 
and surveyed most on the south side of the river because 
that is the good side, more level land over there. But 
he did own some up to or about Leon. I don't remember 
that I ever heard he owned any where I was born. 
JM: You were born on which side of the river? 
DB: North side. 
JM: On the Grimms Landing side . 
DB: Yes, about 3.5 miles from the rivers. 
JM: So, if he owned any property, it would have been on the 
other side of the river, more than likely. 
DB: More tha:i likely that's where his holdings were. I don't 
think I've ever heard of him owning. It was a pretty hilly 
section up where I was. 13 mile creek was a fairly sizable 
creek and we had some bottoms that were worth cultivating. 
JM: Well, I think there are records that he did explore along 
the river and did own some property on the other side there 
and actually tried to start a settlement there once. I'm 
sure you've heard that story. 
DB: Yes, and I think he tried to settle once below Leon on 
the north side. 
JM: He did? 
DB: He or somebody did, but I know from looking up titles along 
the river, the back line of his property is referred to, 
they usually call it the military line. I think he got his 
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holdings largely by having received certificates from the 
state of Virginia showing that he had served in the war. 
And all the soldiers they came to him and turned them over 
to him, and I expect he took them up pretty cheap. But 
right where we sit belonged to Washington at one time. 
JM: You mean right here in this area, St. Albans? 
DB: He came up to the mouth of the Coal, which is right over 
there, and he came up Coal River to the mouth of a little 
stream that com,~s in a half a mile out here. Then, as I 
understand it, he went over the hill back to Kanawha River, 
toward Charleston, and he got up pretty close to Charleston. 
JM: And of course this is called College Hill, in your house 
where you lived since 1949, and this is where the interview 
is being conducted ••• What's the post office address at 
13-mile creek? Is Leon the post office address? 
DB: No, our first post office address was Arbuckle. Leon is 
a little farther from our place. We had no post office 
near us, but the people out there got one within a few 
years after I was born, and that was on the waters of Poplar. 
My father's farm was at the mouth of Poplar on 13, and •• 
JM: Did you sort of live in the country or were you in sort of 
a town there? , 
DB: There was no town there. 
JM: Did you have a farm? Did your father have a farm? 
DB: Yes. 
JM: But he was a lawyer, wasn't he? 
DB: Later. He came from Lewis County. My mother was from 
Upshur. In fact, I think my dad taught school that was 
pretty close to the line. That's where he probably got 
acquainted with my mother. She was a Crawford, and they 
were married in 1883. My father's older brother, oldest 
brother, really, was a U.B. preacher. They traveled down 
into the Mason County section. He had either bought or 
arranged to buy the farm for my father, where I was born 
and raised. It has some good bottom land on it along the 
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creek. It has some considerable hill on it, too. 
JM: Well, when you were a boy did you do a little farm work? 
DB: Yes, I think I did my share. When I got big enough I 
hired out some and hoed corn for one of the neighbors. 
I expect that's the first money I got. That's before 
we left the country. 
JM: You recall how much you were paid? By the day or by the hour? 
DB: I was getting at that time 50 cents a day, and that was 
considered, that was above the average. 
JM: Fifty cents a day for hoeing corn? 
DB: Yeah. 
JM: Did you work any with horses? 
DB: Not much. We had a team of cattle that I could drive. 
JM: Oxen? 
DB: Yes. We had horses too. I didn't do much work with them. 
We left the farm when I guess I was, I might have been 15 
at that time, but I hadn't been doing much with the horses. 
JM: Do you recall how you worked the oxen? 
DB: Yes. I'm not sure whether I could yoke them or not. After 
I got them hitched to a sled or even a wagon, I could 
manipulate them, drive them. 
JM: And how did you drive them? 
DB: Had a whip ordinarily, maybe even just a switch. They 
understood what was going on pretty well. 
JMi Did you walk along beside of them? 
DB: Yeah. 
JM: Did you have a word or command to make them go right or left? 
.. l 
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DB: Yes, Gee and Haw. 
JM: Just like horses ••• I forgot to ask you your father's 
name, what was it? 
DB: Yes, that was Benjamin Henry Blagg. He was primarily a 
school teacher. When he came down there in Mason County 
he pretty soon began to get acquainted with people. He 
always did, I think, and the justice of the peace down 
there at that time was Burl Smith in Union District. 
And for some reason he and Burl Smith became very good 
friends. And I don't know whether it was on that account 
that my dad pretty soon ran for justice of the peace 
against the old man. Now, my father had taught school 
from the time he had got there up until that time, and 
I think he had taught four or five schools in Mason County, 
some of it near Putnam, and ordinarily he would be gone a 
week, and he would be home on Friday evening. My mother 
was practically by herself, though my uncle's wife stayed 
with us so me, my uncle was still traveling around in 
that section • 
JM: What year did your father come to Mason County? 
DB: I would say in 1883, promptly. 
JM: That was soon after he was married? 
DB: Yes. The wedding, as I have always understood or I have 
heard it, my mother told us several times. They went to 
Clarksburg or Weston together by train to take them to 
Parkersburg, then they got on a boat, which came up Kanawha 
River to King's Landing. That's not Arbuckle, but it's 
just below Arbuckle, and that was where people in our 
section usually came to the river. They owned timber in 
there for the railroad. I've heard mom tell this. I 
didn't hear her tell it until I was pretty well grown up. 
She said they got in there pretty late in the evening. 
It was getting dusk. They found the old house, which was 
a great big log house, about a story and a half ••• and 
it was locked. But they knew who to see about the key, 
and they got it, and they got in. They found the floor 
piled about so high with corn. The corn had been husked, 
and they had to have a place to put it. And that was in 
there, and so what they did that night they unloaded their 
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bedding on top of that corn, and went to bed there, which 
wasn't a very optimistic way of starting their household. 
JM: Was that on their honeymoon? 
DB: I expect it could be called that. That was the first trip 
they had taken so far as I have ever heara. 
JM: But that wasn't their first night together? 
DB: No, I would say they must have, I don't really know where 
they lived the first day or two. Possibly at her home •• • 
there was somebody there with a wagon to take them and 
their goods out to the farm, which is maybe four miles up 
the creek. 
JM: Was this the house they lived in when they first came down? 
DB: Yes, that's the only house I ever lived in. 
JM: Really, you lived there until you were 15? 
DB: Yes, then we moved to town . Dad sold the house to a man by 
the name of Wade Bennett, who lived in the neighborhood there. 
JM: You say it was a two-story log house? 
DB: I would call it a story and a half. There was a room 
upstairs. The walls were built up so high and then the 
roof right on up from there. It wasn't finished up there. 
When we got to being supplied more and more with children, 
I was the oldest, well, there had been one born and died 
before I was born. 
JM: How many children were there? 
DB: There were seven of us, and I think not including that 
older boy who died early. 
JM: How many rooms in the cabin? 
DB: Well, let's see. That was changed from time to time. There 
were stairs to the upper floor, and we used that for something 
most of the time. But there were, well, let's see, there 
were two rooms in that original, then I guess myfather 
Donald Blagg 6 
put a lean-to on the north side that was the whole length 
of the house. One of them was made into a kitchen, the 
other into a small bedroom. And part of the big part had 
two bedrooms in it really. And we had a big fireplace 
and later a big stove in the living room in the big part. 
I think their first attempt to finish those logs, my dad 
got a big roll of stiff paper at Point Pleasant I guess, 
brought it up, and he covered the logs inside that way. 
JM: Do you have any famous ancesto.r-s in your background? 
DB: None that I can say I ever knew. The two brothers 1.vho 
came to Virginia came from Wales I understood . One of 
them was William Blagg, and the other was John. Now 
William Blagg was the father of all my tribe. John Blagg 
was a captain in the Virginia army sometime. I think he 
was in the Revolution, ~aybe in the French and Indian War 
also. But I only know about them what I heard from some 
of the older people or read in some of the books that 
they hado 
JM: Where did they settle in Virginia? 
~ DB: Let's see. As far back as I know, they were in Highland 
County. That's right up next against Pendleton in West 
Virginia. It's in the valley. 
JM: In the Shenandoah Valley? 
DB: Yes, I guess that's part of the headwaters of some of the 
Shenandoah. I've been there, and I've seen some of those 
people, but I think they are all gone now. 
JM: Your mother was a Crawford, and lived in Upshur County? 
DB: Yes. 
JM : When did you move to Point Pleasant? 
DB: I think it was early in 1903, before I got to be 16. The 
same year I taught a school down at Glenwood, down toward 
Huntington on the Ohio River. And I had been in a teachers' 
examination and got a certificate before that. And the 
next year I took the first statewide examination. I got a 
certificate on that. 
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JM: How long did you teach? 
DB: Just that one year. 
JM: You say that was down on the Ohio River? 
DB: Yeah, about half way to Huntington. 
JM: From Point Pleasant? 
DB: Yeah. 
JM: Was it a one-room grade school? 
DB: There were two rooms. I think they called me the principal, 
because I had the upper grades. 
JM: Where did you go to elementary school? 
DB: Right across the creek there at our home on 13. 
JM: was that a one-room school? 
DB: Yes. 
JM: Do you remember anything about that? Did you use slates 
to write on? 
DB: Yes, I used a slate. I'm not sure that I ever got it 
JM: When did you really start getting interested in law? 
DB: I expect at the time my father did. He taught school 
several winters out there on 13. Then he ran for justice 
of the peace. 
JM: Did he get elected? 
DB: Yes, he did. He beat the old man, Burl Smith (laughter). 
That wasn't the end of their friendship at all, because 
they had an agreement between themselves that whoever died 
first the other one would preach his funeral. And he did. 
My dad preached Burl Smith's funeral. I was there. 
JMi He wasn't a minister, was he? 
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DB: No sir, nope. They were both farmers, and justices of 
the peace. 
JM: Were they Baptists or Methodists or? 
DB: My father and mother were Methodists. He was a northern 
Methodist and she was a southern Methodist. But I think 
Burl Smith would have been a Baptist, probably, I'm not 
sure of that. There was a church on the hill above his 
house. 
JM: Are you a Methodist? 
DB: Yes. 
JM: Now you say you think you began getting interested in law 
about the same time as your father? 
DB: He was justice of the peace then for a good many years. 
That was my first idea of what the law was. 
JM: Did you ever sit in on JP Court and watch? 
DB: Yes sir. I have been there just about as much as I would 
1 ike. (Laughter) I don't know that I learned anything. 
I learned more from my dad's talk. 
JM: You mean his talk in court or just talking to you? 
DB: Just talking to anybody. He got to know a good many lawyers 
from Point Pleasant, because they would come up there to try 
a case someti~e, and occasionally one or two from Jackson 
County came over. My father had a few law books, a code of 
course, and I think he got some Blackstone's and I don't 
know what if anything else. 
JM: He never really practiced law himself? 
DB: Yes, he did, after we moved to Point Pleasant, he went in 
an office with a man by the name of John ••• from our 
neighborhood, who had been practicing for sometime, and 
later my dad got an office of his own on Main Street down 
in Point Pleasant. 
JM: You were in his office a lot, I'm sure, learned a lot there, 
just by being in his office. 
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DB: No, because I was away from home during the time he was 
practicing. I was, when I got through with my one term 
at Glenwood I went up to Parkersburg to the business college 
and tried to learn a few things. I took shorthand, typing, 
and a little bookkeeping, and I got a job there in Parkersburg 
at a wholesale house, grocery, and worked in that I guess 
for a full year any,vay. But about that time my dad was 
already practicing law in Point Pleasant, I guess. 
JM: Well, did you learn shorthand pretty well? 
DB: Yes, I was first in our group, and my father, then living 
in Point Pleasant, was a good friend of Judge Poffenbarger, 
and he was on the Supreme Court at that time. And they 
learned, I guess Judge Poffenbarger must have told my dad, 
there was going to a vacancy in the clerk's office up in 
Charleston. And he suggested that maybe I could get that 
job up there. So I had never been in Charleston, but I 
came down to Point Pleasant and came up on the train and 
went to the Supreme Court in the clerk's office and state 
law library. They were all in the old Capitol Annex. You 
remember that. And I went up to Mr. Matthew's office, 
~ talked to him, and I liked him. 
JM: Now who was Mr. Matthews? 
DB: William B. Matthews. 
JM: Was he a judge? 
DB: He was the clerk of the court. His office was next door 
to the courtroom and next door to the library. And he 
said if I would come back the next October when court was 
in session, he would put me on, and he would pay me $50 a 
month. Well, I was getting that in Parkersburg by that time. 
I didn't get it to start with. But I went back with the 
intention of reporting in October. 
JM: When was this? What time of year was this when you were 
there? The first time. 
DB: Let's see, that must have been early in 1905 or late in 1904, 
because I didn't stay long in Parkersburg. 
JM: It must have been several months before the following October. 
_; 
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DB: Yes, I must have been there earlier in the year. 
JM: Then you came back in October? 
DB: Yeah, I went on back to work in Parkersburg and then when 
the time came why I quit up there and .•• 
JM: And what was your job then? 
DB: I was a stenographer in a wholesale grocery. 
JM: I mean when you got on the court. 
DB: Well, I was a stenographer in the clerk's office. And the 
thing that turned me to law, of course, was, well, there 
were five judges on the court, each of whom got to know me 
personally, personal friends and were ever since then, and 
Judge Brannon was the oldest. He was from Weston, and he 
died I believe while he was on the court. I believe that's 
right. I'm not real sure because he may have let his tenn 
expire, and he went off. Judge Mcwhorter was in Charleston. 
That was Henry c. Mcwhorter_ The only older member on the 
court then was, and he didn't stay long. I think it was 
Judge Warren Miller from over in Jackson or Wood. But he 
was there, I think, when I went there. The other two 
judges were new judges. They had just been elected in 1912. 
JM: That would have been 1904, wouldn't it? Didn't you join 
the court in 1905? 
DB: Yes, I think I did. They must have been elected in 1904. 
I think Judge Poffenbarger, maybe, was reelected that same 
year. And the other two new ones were Judge Cox from 
Morgantown and Judge Sanders from Bluefield. And lo and 
behold, I hadn't been there but a few weeks, very few weeks 
until the court announced one day that one of the judges 
was resigning today. That was Judge Cox. And it wasn't 
but another week or two until Judge Sanders also turned 
in his resignation. Governor Dawson had to ••• 
End of tape 1st side, first roll. 
DB: Yes, two years or so before that they were only getting 
$2,400 a year. They thought they were going to get more 
on the court, but those two just stayed a few weeks and 
went off. 
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JM: Wonder why they resigned? 
DB: Well, they were pretty good lawyers. And they could make 
a heap more than that at home. 
JM: You think that's still true, that lawyers can make more 
practicing than they can as a judge? 
DB: Yes, though, they are getting a pretty good salary now. 
JM: You recall what your salary was when you started there. 
Well you said it was $50 a month. 
DB: $50, yeah. Well they raised it the next legislature, 
slightly, I forget just where, maybe $75. 
JM: Now, how long did you stay with the court? 
DB: Well I stayed until a little after I was admitted to the 
bar. Did you ever happen to know a colored fellow by the 
name of Phil Waters? 
JM: No. 
DB: He worked for the court when I first went there. He was 
a kind of a messenger and ••• 
JM: Phil Waters. Now, I do remember Arthur Jackson. 
DB: Well, he was the fellow who worked in the library under ••.• 
I forget the old, original librarian right now, but I knew 
him. But Arthur went west. I think he died recently. 
JM: Yes, he did. 
DB: Phil Waters had gone to school in Michigan, the University 
of Michigan, and I think he played baseball up there. He 
told me once that when he went up there that was the only 
school in the north that would let a negro in. There has 
been more of them since. Phil was always very friendly 
with me, and I can remember him once coming by the door 
of the clerk's office and pointing to somebody I was in there 
writing on a typewriter, and he told somebody there "The 
stenographer of West Virginia. 11 I was writing without 
looking at it. They didn't do that in Charleston. I got 
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that in Parkersburg, because they were teaching it that 
way. And I could do it. 
JM: You used the touch system. 
DB: Yeah. 
JM: Well, you went to law school at West Virginia University? 
DB: Yes, let's see. Of course what I was doing while I was 
there. I was listening to the arguments every week in 
the courtroom. And they had all the good lawyers in the 
state from everywhere coming in there. I got to know them 
personally, I think, pretty near all of them. They were 
very friendly people. I had the run of the library. 
People would recommend books, and I would go in and get 
some of them and read them. I got into Blackstone that 
way, with also some other little easier books than that 
one ••• it's my mind that wanders. 
JM: Yeah, do you recall what year you started to school up there? 
~ DB: Yeah, 1908 • 
.. 
JM: And how many years did it take to finish? 
DB: I had worked in the clerk's office and reading the books 
from the library from 1905 until 1908, September. I went 
to Morgantown. One of the fellows who frequented the 
clerk's office, he was a personal friend of Mr. Matthews, 
was Russell Trotter, and he pretended to be practicing law. 
He had been admitted, but he didn't hav~ any practice, but 
he lived in Charleston. I think he helped run a building 
and loan association, but when I got to Morgantown, he was 
on the faculty at the law school. The head of the faculty, 
called the dean, was Charles E. Hogg, who was a lawyer in 
Point Pleasant. He was a good friend of my dad, too. He 
was the author of a lot of law books, practiced and was a 
good lawyer. But the governor I reckon wanted him as dean 
of the law school. When I got to Morgantown, I think I got 
there late in the evening, I went to a hotel that's up there 
and registered. Then I went up to the school and the first 
man I saw there, I think, was Russell Trotter. I knew he 
had been appointed to the faculty. (Laughter) this is not 
pertinent at all. But he asked me if I was going to go to 
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my advice? If I was you I would go back to Charleston and 
work in the clerk's office. Well, I didn't take his advice. 
When he asked me if I had a place to stay,, I said no. He 
said, if I was you, I would try Dean Hogg. He's got a big 
house over on the South Side on Grand Street, and his wife 
wants to take in some roomers. So I went there and I got 
a room. I had a roommate to start with. His name was Kump. 
It wasn't the governor, it was his brother. 
Really, what was his first name? 
Guy, no that was the governor. 
That was the governor, uh, huh. 
This one was, they came from father east. 
They were from Elkins, weren't they? 
DB: Yeah, from Elkins. I had known the governor in Charleston. 
But I got right in with his brother in Morgantown and 
happened to be a roommate • 
JM: Well, how many years did you go to the university? 
DB: One. 
JM: Just one year? 
DB: Yeah, the way I figured to pass the bar exam you have a 
scheduled number of subjects, and I looked those over 
and some of them I had read a good deal of, but I figured 
on if I could take the hardest ones in school there, I 
could probably pass the bar on the ones I had a chance to 
read up on. So I went to work on that and I took, let's 
see, there were three terms here then, not, they didn't 
have halves, the fall and the winter and the spring term. 
So I took four classes each term. I managed somehow to 
pass the four, that made 12. I think it was only three, 
four or five, I forget just what the others were. In 
June, no, I think it was in January, they were having the 
bar exam. So I tried the bar exam on those subjects I had 
in school. I managed to pass them somehow. I think everybody 
favored me. I can't help but think from people who practiced 
in the Supreme Court up there. I had to do things wrong, and 
they all got to know meo 
JM: 
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Well now, it wasn't necessary to take 
of courses in law at the university? 
passed the bar? 
a prescribed number 
Just as long as you 
DB: Yes, that was a bar exam. 
JM: So really, if you passed the bar, technically you wouldn't 
have to go to the university at all? 
DB: You didn't then, and I don't know that you do now. There 
has been some fussing about that. They say that they ought 
not to prefer the West Virginia Law school over all the 
others by simply licensing people. But they were doing 
that in those days. I got credit for what I took in school, 
and I got credit for what I passed on this bar examination. 
JM: Then you came back. Where did you start practicing law? 
DB: The day I got my papers out of Morgantown, it was alma.t. 
commencement, and I could have stayed for commencement. 
I think I had some little part to play there, but I didn't. 
It was June, and the court was then sitting in Wheeling. 
I always went to Wheeling with the court in June, and I 
went to Charlestown in September. That was part of my job. 
And I went on the train over to Wheeling and took my papers 
with me and went to the court and one of the law clerks 
with the court was a friend of mine, and the court took my 
papers and granted . me a license to practice. And then this 
boy Mcwhorter, Charlie Mcwhorter, m01Ted my admission to the 
Supreme Court on the same day. To be admitted to practice 
in the court, you haVce to actually be there and be identified 
to the court. Somebody will recommend you. So I didn't 
wait any longer then, got on the train. I don't remember 
that I even stopped at Parkersburg that trip. My wife had 
then been up to business college, and she haj a job at 
Parkersburg. And when I was in school, I would usually 
~stop off in Parkersburg for a visit with her when I was 
going home. I went on to Point Pleasant, and my father was 
then prosecuting attorney, and he was engaged in a murder 
trial. A man had shot and killed two old men who had some 
objections to his actions. I went to court and helped him 
on the last day of June. Now that last day of June happened 
to be the date that my wife and I had agreed on to be married. 
Well, I got out of that. We finished the case that day, and 
then I reported to my wife. We postponed it for one day, 
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the first of July we were married. The last day in July 
is my birthday. 
JM: What was your wife's name? 
DB: Her name was Knopp, Annie Laurie. 
JM: Annie Laurie Knopp. 
DB: Yes, (spells) K-n-o-p-p. Her father was a school teacher, 
an old school teacher, and a friend of my father's. 
Whenever I get into that tale I never know, you have 
heard probably that marriages are made in heaven. I don't 
know that that's true. But while we were still out in 
the country my dad ca~e home one evening, and he said we're 
going to have company tomorrow evening, Friday. There's a 
man from Po~nt Pleasant that's been teaching the school at 
Arbuckle. He came up there to get his school. So next 
evening about supper time a strange gentleman came in and 
I think his first words to my dad were, "How far did you 
say it was out here?" Dad said, "Oh I said it was about 
three miles and a half.'' "Well, he says, I' 11 shav you 
what I mean by that." He got him a newspaper or something 
and he marked off three miles and a half, and he said 
"We are about there, but I don't want to see your paper." 
He stayed all night. The next morning I took him, that 
was Mr. Knoppj and he had taught school for many years, 
and my dad had in the meantime been elected county super-
intendent of schools, and he had appointed Jake Knopp one 
of the examiners, too. I don't know that I knew that at 
the time. I usually knew who the examiners were. So it 
turned out to be all right with her father and mother, 
and we got married and I think right away we took a short 
trip over to Philadelphia. I had an uncle and some other 
relatives living there. And I had been over and gone to 
Atlantic City once. So we took a trip over there. 
JM: Now her name is Annie? 
DB: Yes, Laurie. 
JM: Annie Laurie, and Knopp. 
DB: Yeah. 
JM: Now what year was she born? 
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DB: Two years after me, 1888. I had a sister born the same year. 
JM: She is living today, your wife? 
DB: Yes. That's her sitting down there in the chair. 
JM: Do you know the date of her birth? 
DB: Yes, I think it's November 25th. I'm doing that from 
memory now. When we got to Point Pleasant, when my father 
moved, in 1902 as I think rather early in the year. He 
had rented a house fro~ a friend of his in the upper end 
of Point Pleasant, and it was only a little way from where 
Mr. Knopp lived. And there were people on the river bank, 
The river bank it's level up there, but it's way down to 
the river along the Ohio there. I saw my younger sister 
out there with some young folks playing croquet on level 
ground. I'll tell you who they are. One of the girls was 
Mrs. Knapp's daughter. You've got to put all of that 
together. I can't do it (laughter). 
JM: Well, I suspect there is a little romance there. 
DB: Well, we lived there in North Point Pleasant until I ca~e 
to Charleston, and my wife had in the meantime gone to 
business college. She went to high school some in Point 
Pleasant. I think she didn't graduate. 
JM: So you began the practice of law in 1906 in Point Pleasant? 
DB: Slightly. I went on back to Charleston. Mr. Matthews had 
written me and said he wanted me to come back. The man he 
got, his term had expired, and he wanted me to come back 
and work for him some more, and so I did that because you 
got a salary for doing that. 
JM: That was after you got your law degree? 
DB: Yes. 
JM: You did get a law degree from the university, didn't you? 
DB: No, I guess I didn't, I don't think I ever did. 
JM: It's just a license to practice law? 
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DB: I got that from the court. 
JM: From the Supreme Court? 
DB: Yeah. 
JM: You passed the bar at the Supreme Court or at the university? 
DB: Well, I passed the bar examination at the university. The 
fa~ulty members up there I think were the exa~iners. And 
I worked for Mr. Matthews. That was in the fall of 1909, 
and I suppose I worked there again until 1910 or it seems 
to ~e it must have been about 1912. I built a little house. 
My wife and I built a house on Ruffner Avenue. 
JM: Let's see, what year did you get out of law school? 
DB: 1909. I was married that same year and licensed. I didn't 
open a lm,1 office until I expect it was 1912. 
JM: And you were working for Mr. Matthews during that time? 
DB: Yes. I got most of my training in the Supreme Court, I guess. 
JM: Now there is one thing I want to ask you about and that is 
in the year of 1911 when half of the Legislature went to 
Cincinnati. I'm sure you must remember something about that? 
DB: Yes, I do. I wasn't in on it at all. I had met Governor 
Dawson once or twice before that, one time I remember when 
I was coming from Point Pleasant up to Charleston back to 
work, and he was out at the railroad station, and he knew 
my dad, and my father introduced me to him. I had met him 
once in his office. I think up here, because Mrs. Poffenbarger 
had taken me in one day. I'm not positive that she did get 
to see Governor Dawson. 
JM: Did you know Governor Glasscock? 
DB: Yes. I don't believe I knew him in Morgantown. Or I 
might have. I went to the same church, I guess. 
JM: Of course he was the governor when the Legislature went to 
Cincinnati. 
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DB: Yes. 
JM: Now, maybe to refresh your memory just a little bit, 
reason they went to Cincinnati, as I understand it. 
Actually it was half of the state Senate that went. 
the 
And 
the reason they went was two senators were to be elected. 
And in order to elect two senators, they had to have a 
quorum in each house of the Legislature. Well, the Senate 
was evenly divided, 15- 15, I think, and so the Republicans 
of course knew that if they were there, and they had a 
quorum, they would have to elect Democra t s. And so this 
was their way of fighting that. Half of them went to 
Cincinnati so they couldn't have a quorum. Does that 
refresh your memory a little? 
DB: Yeah, yeah. I remember what went on there. I wasn't 
consulted. I wasn't in on any of the discussions . I 
could read in the papers what they were talking about. 
JM: Do you remember how they left town or whether it was a 
surprise to everybody? 
DB : It was a surprise. I think they got on a train . Let's see . 
Must have been a night train, I expect . 
JM: Yes, that's the story I heard, that they did get on a night 
train. Do you remember how long they stayed? 
DB: Several days. They were wanting them back, but they were 
thinking of arresting them down there and bringing them back. 
JM: Was there quite a bit of ex citement about i t in town? 
DB : Yes. Yes sir. 
Republicans. 
Quite a bit of feeling on the part of the 
They said they were acting on the advice of 
Governor Dawson. 
JM: Go vernor Dawson now or Governor Glasscock? You see Governor 
Glasscock was in office? 
DB: was he? 
JM: Yes. 
DB: Well, maybe he was, but the thing that I heard was that 
Governor Dawson was the man that planned the thing. 
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JM: Well, it could have beeno You know, he could have been 
behind it. 
DB: He could do things like that. Yes sir, I heard some of 
the senators say that. 
JM: Did you ever hear how they reached an agreement or what 
kind of an agreement they rea~hed in Cincinnati about 
the election of the senators? 
DB: I forget even what they finally did. 
JM: Well, they came back, you know, and two Democratic senators 
were elected. Senator Chilton and Senator Watson. 
DB: That's right, yes. 
JM: But, as I understand the story, the Republicans did get 
something out of it. They were able to elect Hatfield as 
president of the Senate. Does that fit in? 
DB: Could be. Hatfield went on from there to governor. Didn't he? 
JM: Yes. He was the next governor after Glasscock. Do you 
remember anything else about it? I don't want to • 
DB: I wasn't close enough to it to know much about it. Governor 
Hatfield once sent me to take a message down to Mason County 
~bout something, which had nothing to do with that race to 
Cincinnati. I forget what it was, a later election. 
JM: Well, that was one thing I particularly wanted to, you know, 
ask you about. It must have been a very exciting time. 
DB: It was, and I don't know who could tell you. Governor Dawson 
could have told you. 
JM: I bet he could. 
DB: I can well believe that he, knowing the facts and knowing 
the number of Republicans there were to do anything, that 
JM: I guess that was kind of unusual because the Republicans, 
they had charge of the governor's office. 
DB: You say Glasscock. He wasn't in then, was he? 
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JM: Yeah, Glasscock was in in 1911. 
DB: That's right. I had known him slightly in Morgantown. 
JM: So the Democrats had control of the House, and half of 
the Senate. So that's what created the problem. But 
they did elect two Democratic senators. 
DB: Yes, I don't know exactly how that was worked out. 
J.;\1: w,ell, there were a lot of rumors, you know, ab01 t what 
kind of a deal they made in Cincinnati, and th,ere is 
supposed to have been, maybe a lot of money was used to 
bring about the agreement. But that's all rumor. I 
really don't know anything for sure. 
DB: I guess I never even heard that. 
JM: Do you recall the capitol fire? Were you there in town then? 
DB: Yes sir, I was right there. 
JM: Did you see it? 
DB: Yes, by that time I had got an office of my own. I was 
in the old Coyle and Richardson and building on the corner 
opposite. 
End of second side, first tape. 
JM: You say were sitting in your office when the fire broke out? 
DB: I happened to look out the window and there was smoke and 
maybe some fire coming out of the top floor, I think, of 
the Capitol at that time. It was, I didn't like the looks 
of it. I went over. I reported over to the attorney 
general's office. There were people I knew in there, and 
they were considering moving their stuff out of the building. 
I encouraged them. I told them I don't think you can save 
this building. 
JM: Where was the attorney general's office? 
DB: I believe they were on the ground floor on the upper side, 
toward the hill. 
JM: Of the Capitol? 
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DB: Yeah. 
JM: Not the Annex? 
DB: No. 
JM: They were actually in the Capitol? 
DB: Ye~. 
JM: So you went over. Did you call them by telephone or did 
you go over there? 
DB: I don't think so. I just walked over there. It's just 
across the street, and that's where I headed, to those 
people I knew particularly. 
JM: You were in, now let's see, in the old Coyle and Richardson 
Building. 
DB: That's on the corner of Lee and Capitol. They moved a 
block up. 
JM: Oh, I see. Okay, was the triangle there then? 
where Capitol and Lee meet there is a triangle. 
old Bank of Commerce Building used to be. 
Ybu knov 
And the 
DB: I'm not positive that that street had been opened through 
to Capitol at that time. 
JM: Well, I knCl'l that used to be State Street in there at one 
time. Well, you say the old Coyle and Richardson Building 
was directly across the street from the Capitol? 
DB: Yes, there was nothing between it and the Capitol lot. 
The Capitol lot came down. It included that triangle 
that is there now. 
JM: Okay, actually you walked about how far to ••• 
DB: Just the distance of across the street from the corner 
over there into the Capitol ground. The building was 
back from Capitol Street a good bit. Had to go up a 
walk to get in there. 
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JM: So maybe it was something like, maybe 50 yards altogether. 
DB: Yeah, or less than 100 yards. 
JM: Well, so you were actually in the building while it was 
burning? 
DB: Yes, I was in it. I helped the attorney general carry out 
some of their records and books. It wasn't bothering them 
at the time, but anybody going .and looking at that fire 
coming out of the top of the building would see they had 
a poor show to save any of it. 
JM: Did you hear any popping and cracking? 
DB: Yes sir, I had forgotten about that, but there was. We 
figured out at the time what that was. I think it was 
some ammunition of the National Guard up there on the 
third floor. 
JM: I think that's right. 
DB: It popped, popped, popped. People were a little afraid 
of it. But it was all surrounded by a brick wall at the 
time, I suppose. 
JM: Did the fire engine come soon? 
DB: Yes, but I think the fire engine, as I remember, all came 
around to the back, came in from whatever the street is 
back of it there. 
JM: Washington Street? 
DB: No across ••• 
JM: Hale. Would it have been Hale or Dickinson? 
DB: Dickinson, I expect. 
JM: Dickinson, I guess. 
DB: Yeah, but they came upon the Capitol lot there, and shooting 
the water into the building. But it didn't have much effect. 
People were moving out all the time, too. 
Donald Blagg 23 
JM: There was a big crowd gathered there, I guess. 
DB: Oh, yes. Let's see the Supreme Court was in the Annex 
when I got there first, and so they were out of that 
building. 
JM: They were safe. 
DB: Yeah, considered themselves safe over in the Annex . 
JM: How long did the fire burn, I wonder. 
DB: You know they had two fires up there . W2ll, I expect it 
burned until night . I don't just remember when I left, 
Let's see I was living then up on Morris Street. We had 
an apartment up there. Twenty-one, twenty-one. We had 
built a little house on Ruffner Avenue, I think, in 1912. 
JM: The fire engine was drawn by horses, wasn't it? 
DB: I don't know if I can tell you that or not. 
JM: Do you remember anything else about the fire? Did you see 
the old tower fall? 
DB: I don't think I did. I remember picking up something as 
a relic. I think maybe in the attorney general's office. 
I can't remember. I don't suppose I've got it anymore, 
whatever it was. 
JM: Well, there were some important records burned, I guess. 
DB: Oh yes. 
JM: I think they lost some of the portraits of the early governors 
in the fire, and some important records. 
DB: The court records I expect. Were some of them destroyed? 
Let's see. No, their records were all in the Annex, I'm 
pretty sure. 
JM: Do you remember the fire of 1927, the so-called Pasteboard 
Capitol? 
DB: Yesh, that Pasteboard Capitol was on Summers Street, just 
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across from the YMCA building or lot there. I boarded 
at Mrs. Silling's restaurant, or boarding house on the 
west side of Summers Street, and when I got married I was 
li~ng in an apartment up at Morris Street at the time of 
the fire. That Pasteboard Capitol was put up by Mrs. 
Silling's son. He became an architect. I expect he's 
still living now, I'm not positive. 
JM: Is that Cy Silling? 
DB: Cy, yeah. And he was very much interested in that business. 
He went with another older architect there. 
JM: Mr. Tucker? There used to be a firm called Tucker and 
Silling, architects in Charleston. 
DB: Tucker doesn't sound quite right for this old fellow I'm 
thinking about, but that fits the place. Cy was with an 
older man for awhile. 
JM: Well, it might have been a different man earlier, but that's 
the one I remember. 
DB: I knew him. Iknew his wife. They lived over on South Hills. 
JM: Was the Pasteboard fire a pretty big fire? 
DB: Yes, it was a hot fire, because it was just a wooden building. 
It was long. It ran from Capitol Street I expect clear back 
to Summers. And, but it was only the width of an office. 
JM: You say it was where the YMCA building is now? 
DB: Well, I think the YMCA building was there then, but the 
building was above it. 
JM: out towards the Daniel Boone? 
DB: Yes, that's Washington Street that comes down through there 
now, isn't it? 
JM: Yes. 
DB: Yes, and I'm not sure that building was on Washington Street, 
but it was away from the YMCA building. 
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JM: You know right now Penny's Department Store is on that corner. 
DB: That's right. 
JM: It would be abo~t in that area? 
DB: Yeah. That's where that temporary building was. 
JM: Gore was governor when it burned. Did you know Governor Gore? 
DB: What was his name? 
JM: Gore. 
DB: Gore, yes I knew him. He was from Clarksburg. 
JM: Well, in your long career, do you remember any other big 
political events or fires or anything that you think was 
quite interesting? 
DB: The Capitol fires were the main thing of that thing that I 
was ever present. 
JM: Did you actually see the Pasteboard fire? 
DB: Yes, I forget where I saw it from. But I knew Cy Silling, 
and when I heard about that I think I went down there to 
see. It went all right. 
JM: You say Silling designed the building? 
DB: Yeah, he built it for the state. 
JM: Well, now, at that time were you still in the Coyle and 
Richardson Building, your office? 
DB: Let's see. 
JM: 1927. 
DB: '27 was that when that happened? 
JM: rt was in March, '27. 
DB: I think I would have been in the old building at the corner 
of Capitol and Virginia there. 
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JM: The Security Building. 
DB: Yes, it was later called the Security Building. I have 
some records that would tell me that, but I can't rem~ber 
being close to that fire when it started. I think I must 
have gone out there to see about it. 
JM: The Security Building is where Frankenbergers is. 










I don't know either. It doesn't seem like the sa~e 
anymore ••• Did you ever run, well, you said you were 
city solicitor for awhile. 
Yes, Grant Hall ran for mayor, and that must have been 
about 1918 I expect. I forget when I was city solicitor, 
but I knew I ran for council up in my ward, up on Ruffner 
Avenue at that same election, and I got elected. But the 
mayor ca~e to see me before the first council meeting, and 
he told me who he was thinking about appointing city 
solicitor. wanted to know if I would take it. I told him 
I sure would. And, he said well, if you do, I'll appoint 
Bill Lively to your job as councilman up there. He was a 
neighbor of mine. So that's the way it went. 
That was Grant Hall, the mayor? 
Yeah, he was a reform mayor. I heard rather lately that I 
got some credit for, which I didn't deserve. Some lady told 
a friend of mine that I had cleaned up Summers Street. Oh 
I said it's a mystery. Well, of course I couldn't do it 
anyhow. 
I didn't know it was ever cleaned up. 
I'm not sure about that, but Mayor Grant Hall did a pretty 
good try at it. 
Did you ever run for any other office? 
I ran for judge once, circuit court judge, but I didn't 
have much of a chance that time. 
Did you get the nomination? 
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DB: Yes, I was running against ••• A good friend of mine, 
and I know him all the time. That's a trouble that has 
attacked me in the last three years. Who was circuit 
judge along then? I knew him perfectly well, and we were 
good friends. 
JM: I can't think of any . . . 
DB: And his son is a lawyer or was. 
JM: Couldn't be Taylor? 
DB: Yeah. 
JM: Frank Taylor? 
DB: Frank Taylor. I ran against him, and he had been prosecuting 
attorney and the city was Democratic at that time. I didn't 
have much chance. 
JM: Do you remember what year that was? 
DB: I possibly could find out. 
JM: oh, that's all right. Probably it was in the '40's sometime 
or maybe later. 
DB: I think it was earlier than that. It was back pretty well. 
JM: So, well, you were a Republican then, since you were 
running against Taylor? 
DB: Yeah. 
JM: Can you remember any big case that you were involved in 
that was particularly interesting and that we should mention? 
DB: I had a very small practice when I started, and Ed Block 
was in Townsend's office. Townsend was the prosecuting 
attorney. And they gave me a desk in there, too, down in 
the old Kanawha Valley Bank Building and I practiced, took 
any small case I could get, and I was helping to defend an 
old man who was sued. I don't remember the details. That 
was a later case. I tried a little JP case downtown, don't 
remember the JP or what the case was, but Eddie Bock was in 
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it, and he asked me to help him, and I went in and I did 
the best I could, and I believe we won that case or maybe 
got a little more favorable decision than we had expected 
or something, and I was still in Townsend's office over 
there. He was prosecutor. I think it was a few days later, 
and somebody told me that Judge ••. my old partner, first 
pa~tner, wanted to see me. You remember who my first 
partner was? (Laughter). I ought to know that. 
JM: First partner. 
DB: Rummel. 
JM: Oh yeah, Rummel, Blagg and Stone. 
DB: Yeah, well I'm not sure whether Stone was with him then or 
not, but Judge Rummel wanted to see me, and he said he had 
heard something about this little case we had tried, and 
he was a judge, but he needed a stenographer in his office. 
Would I take a job like that? Well, I did. I went up to 
the judge's office. 
JM: Was he a circuit judge or a Supreme Court judge? 
DB: He was a circuit judge, but I believe his first job, he was 
appointed by the governor to the court of common pleas or. 
JM: Court of Claims? 
DB: No. 
JM: There was a court of common pleas. 
DB: Yes, it was a new thing in our county. w,a had never had 
such a thing before. Well, anyhow, I took the job in the 
judge's office, and I was with him quite a while, and he 
would take me around. He had business out of state, in 
New York and washing~on and Richmond and North Carolina. 
He would take me around, and he always had me for a law 
clerk. I guess that's what he called me all the time. 
JM: But you were later partners, were you not? 
DB: Yes, he, let's see. Eddie Bock and he had worked up at the 
Supreme Court when I was up there. 
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JM: What was Rummel's first name? 
DB: H.D. it was, they called him. 
,JM: W<:!ll, that's all right. What was Mr. Stone? 
DB: AaG. Stone. Well, when the judge finally decided, I think 
he took us both in at once. And he called it Rummel, 
Blagg and Stone. 
JM: Do you recall what year that was? 
DB: I've got it down in a book somewhere. 
JM: That would have been maybe in the '20's or. 
DB: Yes, I think it would be in the early '20's, and we later 
took in some other people. 
JM: I don't think I asked you if you have any children? 
DB: Yeah, we've got four, my wife and I. They're all living. 
I can't name the grandchildren. My wife can. She can 
tell you their birthdays. 
JM: Are they boys or girls? 
DB: Both. Our daughter down here (St. Albans) is our only girl. 
She was the oldest. Then Joe came next, and he's practicing 
law in Charleston . He's been helping the state Road Commission 
a good bit on titles to get land. But he has a private office 
downtown. The next boy is, well, I'll have to, jump to Bob, 
Robert. He's over in Virginia. No more lawyers. Bob, he's 
over at Virginia Beach, and he works for this kind of a 
thing, and he's ••• 
JM: Recording, radio and electronics, maybe? 
DB: Yeah, he handles. There is a broadcasting company, Christian 
Broadcasting, CBN, Christian Broadcasting something, and he 
handles their mechanics for them. 
JM: Christian Broadcasting Ne~work? 
DB: Network. Yeah. That's what they call it. 
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JM: Now the other son? 
DB: He's over in New Jersey. He worked for a long time with 
the steel company in Pittsburgh. Let's see, what is that? 
JM: You don't have another, Donald? 
DB: Nope. 
,JM: Or John? 
DB: Oh, this third boy's name is Tom. 
JM: Well, you've got at least one practicing law. 
DB: Yeah, I think he's making aliving all right up there. 
JM: I bet he is. 
DB: One thing was I never asked him to cane into our firm. He 
never asked me to. 
JM: That could be good and bad, I guess. 
DB: Yes. 
JM: What advice would you give somebody entering the practice 
of law today? 
DB: One thing he would have to do1...ould be to work hard. There 
are two things he's got to learn. He has got to learn law 
or how to find out about the law in any situation that 
arises, and he's got to work with his clients, find out what 
the real facts are. It don't pay to go into court and be 
surprised with a lot of things you never heard of before. 
,JM: What do you, do you think the lawyers of today follow the 
code of ethics as well as they did when you were practicing? 
DB: So far as I know, yes. I've been seeing some things in the 
paper that worries me a little. Whether or not they adhere 
to the code that they should. One thing is to maintain the 
privacy of the information your client gives you. 
JM: If you were starting all over again, would you be a lawyer 
again? 
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DB: I think I would. I don't know of anything I could have 
done any better with. 
JM: Really think you have a love of the law, so to speak? 
DB: Yes, yeah, it's, I don't know anything better to do. If 
everybody knew the law and was willing to abide by it, 
things would be happy here. 
JM: Well, I'll ask you this question, that you have probably 
heard before. To what do you attribute your long life? 
DB: Well, I'll say this just for your infor~ation, my mother 
lived to be 100. 
JM: Is that right? 
DB: My father didn't. 
JM: How old was he when he died? 
DB: Well, he died in the late '30's and he was born in 1860. 
I believe, he was in his '70's, I guess. That was fairly 
good for a man, but ••• 
JM: What year did your mother die? Do you know? 
DB: She died in 1966, early, January or so. She had been 
born in October, 1865. She lived 100 and a few weeks 
up into January in '66. 
JM: Really, you told me her name was Crawford. 
DB: Yes. 
JM: What was her first name? 
DB: Luemma. 
JM: And she was from Upshur County? 
DB: Upshur County, near the line of Lewis. 
JM: Was she in pretty good health up until the end? 
DB: No, let's see ••• 
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DB: Yeah, she came up here one day after we built this house. 
That was in '49, but she lost a leg. She had to have a leg 
amputated. I can't think now just why that was. 
JM: Maybe because of an infection. 
DB: I don't think it was an accident. 
,JM: Di::l she have diabetes or something like that? 
DB: That 1 s my impression that it was of that nature. The doctors 
took her to the hospital at Gallipolis. And mylrother, who 
was a doctor, and I went with her down there, and some of 
the family, but the doctors all seemed to agree that she 
would have to have her leg off. taken off pretty high up 
on her right leg. I forget what it was that started 
that thing. 
JM: What was your brother's name, the doctor? 
DB: My brother's name was Vance, Benjamin Vance, B.V. He 
practiced for years in South Charleston. 
JM: Now did you have any other brothers who were lawyers or 
doctors? 
DB: No, let's see. I had one brother later, a younger one, 
but he died over near Washington in recent years. 
JM: You were the • • • 
DB: I was the oldest. 
JM: Are any of the others living? 
DB: My baby sister. 
JM: Really. 
DB: She's in Cincinnati. I call her up every once in awhile. 
JM: About how old would she be now? 
DB: She's well in her 'BO's. Let's see. She was born in '99 I 
believe. She would be going into her 81st year now, I suppose. 
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JM: Yeah, or 82nd. 
DB: Yeah, maybe 82nd. 
JM: So you were the first, and it's just the first and the 
last of seven children. 
DB: Yeah. The next one in order was my sister, who was two 
years younger than me, and she married and moved to New 
Mexico. Her husband was supposed to have gotten tuberculosis. 
In those days, the only thing people knew to do was to rno11e 
to some climate where you could get well. Well, they didn't 
have a sanitarium in this state even then. Governor Dawson 
had TB. 
JM: Yes, that's what I understood. 
DB: The first sanitarium we had was up in his home county, up 
in Preston County. What is the name of the place? 
JM: Kingwood. 
DB: It's on the railroad. 
JM: The name of the town? 
DB: Yes, I was trying to think of it. 
JM: Kingwood is the only name I can think of in Preston Cc:u nty. 
Bloomingdale or something like that? 
DB: That's one complaint I have about my old age. There are 
a lot of things I can remember perfectly. But when I get 
to names of people that even I knew well, I have trouble. 
JM: So one reason you have lived along time is by reason of 
inheritance, I guess. Your mother lived to be more than 100. 
DB: Well, I tell you what I did. I think even before I was 
practicing law maybe, or at least I know after I did. I 
went out to the YMCA in the gym pretty regularly about two 
or three times a week, and I think that d~d me some good. 
JM: What did you do at the Y mostly? 
DB: Well, I played volley ball and basketball or we would run 
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around the ring. 
JM: Call that jogging today. 
DB: Yes, though sometimes we got to sprinting around the thing. 
It was upstairs, over the gym floor. 
JM: You were quite a young man then? 
DB: Yes, at that time I was practicing law. I'm pretty sure. 
Maybe I neglected my business some, because I enjoyed it 
out there and people I knew were all friends of mine. 
JM: Did you do anything in later years to sort of keep in shape? 
Maybe walk a lot or ••. 
DB: Yes, even now. I've been walking around downtown here, but 
I haven't done anything very strenuous for several years. 
JM: You don't play golf or go bowling or anything like that? 
DB: Nope. 
JM: Do you watch your diet carefully or do you eat most 
anything you want? 
DB: I try to be pretty careful with it. Right now my wife is 
not well and we've been kind of boarding around. I usually 
get a dish of cereal for breakfast and a glass of milk. 
For lunch, if I can get it a piece of apple pie, cut it 
up and put milk on it, maybe a cookie with it. Then at 
supper time, my wife has been seeing to it that we get a 
little meat of some kind, either chicken or what do you 
call this mixed ••• 
JM: You mean chicken and dumplings? 
DB: No, I'm thinking about the beef thing that you get. 
Nowadays instead of beef it's ••• 
JM: Beef stew or beef steak? 
DB: It's a mixture in the form of a steak. A flat thing. I 
get potatoes with some green stuff with it. That's my supper. 
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JM: Well, you don I t seem to have a Tl'leight problem. How much 
do you weigh? 
DB: About 130, 130 some probably now a 
JM: Has that been your weight for a long time? 
DB: Yes. I never, well I think one time whi~ I was practicing 
law I ran up into nearly 160. But I soon cut that out. 
JM: You told me your height. You are just under six feet? 
DB: Yeah, almost six. 
JM: Well, you don't have any health problems now, really. 
DB: Let's see if I have . Well, I had a hernia in the past 
couple of years. I hope that's finished and gone. Since 
my wife has been sick and unable to get about, and sometimes 
I have to lift her up out of her chair or out of bed, I've 
begun to worry that maybe I was going to start that hernia 
again. But I have the doctor look at it occasionally. 
JM: You had it fixed? Had it operated on? 
DB: Yes. 
JM: Well, it probably will be all right. 
DB: I'm hoping I don't have to do it again. 
JM : You seem to have, do you have your natural teeth? Do you 
have all your teeth? 
DB: Yes, those are my teeth that I've got there. I expect 
there is one or two that is fastened on to the original roots. 
JM: You have most of your natural teeth? 
DB: Yeah. 
JM: That's very good. Well, I certainly thank you for spending 
all this time with me. 
DB: Well, it's probably a good thing for me. You haven't asked 
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me very much about things that I can't remember. 
JM: Well, is there anything we have missed that you would like 
to mention, or want to talk about a little bit? 
DB: Well, I joined the Methodist Church when I was still out 
on 13. I went to Parkersburg and I joined the church up 
th,=re for awhile. When I came to Charleston, Mr. Matthews, 
my boss, was a very active member of the church, now called 
Christ Church Methodist. That was originally State Street 
Church. It was down on State Street, but I was with all 
the time until they rebuilt up on Morris Street, It's 
Christ Church Methodist now. 
JM: That's where I go to church. 
DB: Do you? Don't tell anybody up there this. I feel like I 
owe that church something. Well, you can just imagine, 
two or three of the judges in the Supreme Court belonged 
to it when I was working for them. Governor Dawson never 
did. He was a Presbyterian. But Governor Atkinson was up 
there. And Governor Atkinson took some interest in me. 
He had come back to Charleston to retire. He had been 
on the Court of Claims in Washington for awhile. But 
there was a heap of people up that church that were just 
like my m\Tn family. I first went to Mrs. Silling's Sunday 
school with the Southern Methodists on Dickinson Street. 
But then I heard about the Methodist Church down on State 
Street, and I started going down there. It was my kind of 
a church. I went to Sunday schools in the afternoon. So 
I went there and they took me into Miss McGwigan's, I 
expect you have heard of Miss McGwigan? 
JM: Yes, I have. 
DB: They put me in her class. When Sunday school was over, the 
superintendent came back, I don't know whether he saw me 
particularly, but he came back to Miss McGwigan's class 
and wanted to know who I was and wanted to know where I 
was from, and I told him I was from Mason County. He says 
well so am I. It was Andy Thomas from up in the bend. He 
was head of the firm of Thomas-Field and Company. The 
Thomases all I got to know. George, and the old ••• 
JM: Well there was a young John Thomas who was in the church, 
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and he died a few years ago. He was a very young man. 
DB: Whose son was he, do you know? 
JM: Frank. I think he was Frank's son. 
DB: That's right. Well, I knew Frank and Tom. The Thomases 
always helped me and Governor Atkinson, Mr. Matthews of course. 
JM: Governor Atkinson was an interesting man, wasn't he? 
DB: Yeah. 
JM: Well, do you think we ought to sign off? 
DB: Do you know what time it is? I don't. 
JM: Well, it's about a quarter after four. 
DB: Well, I've got whatever time you've got. 
J JM: Okay. Well, I want to thank you again on the record, and 
I'll just click it off here if it's okay. 
End of interview. 
